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J. B. Chapman, D. D.
Editor
V o l u m e  8  M a y , 1 9 3 3  N u m b e r  5
THE HOMILETICAL INSTINCT
T h e  E d it o r
I IT  IS one thing to read or even study a book on sermon making; quite another thing to develop and maintain an instinct for arranging sermon m aterial quickly and properly. I t  is practically impossible for any text­
book to propose sermon plans that are well adapted to all. There is an 
individuality in sermonizing just as in any work of art. But there is no 
plan or method th a t includes all that is best. Therefore it is the preacher’s 
task to keep alive and growing. A preacher who has gone along for a number 
of years in the practice of preaching cannot make over himself or his methods 
abruptly without jeopardy and loss. But anyone can “improve his style” to 
good advantage.
There is, of course, room in this field for many suggestions, but too many 
suggestions serve to weaken the principal one. So I am going to suggest that 
the reading of carefully selected sermons and the perusal of sermon outlines 
are both useful as means of keeping the homiletical instinct alive. There may 
be books that the preacher should read, “pencil and note book in hand.” But 
in reading sermons, I  think he should read more for the indirect and un­
conscious effect. Of course listening to preaching serves the same purpose; 
but as a rule preachers do not get to hear much preaching, and they must 
make up for this loss by reading sermons. I emphasize reading sermons, be­
cause I am emphasizing the encouragement of the homiletical instinct, and 
I  think this cannot be done by the mere reading of books arranged on the 
literary plan.
A friend insists tha t the preacher should write one full sermon a week, 
whether he ever preaches it or not, and I think he is correct. And I  would 
insist tha t the preacher’s sermon reading should be up at least to the standard 
of his sermon making. As for myself, I  put no limits. I read all the sermons 
tha t fall into my hands. I read them for the tru th  they contain, but I read 
them  also for their form. I make no effort to especially remember the outline 
followed, but I think my reading has an influence when I come to prepare on 
the same lines of truth.
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Now and then a subscriber to T h e  P r e a c h e r ’s M a g a z in e  compiains that he 
does not £<et much benefit from the sermon outlines which we publish. But I think 
often this complaint arises from a misapprehension regarding the help which he should 
get. He probably thinks he should find outlines which he can adopt bodily. Whereas, 
it is enough, and perhaps even better, that he should get a suggestion now and then 
that serves either by example or by contrast to suggest a way for .him. I have been 
preaching for more than thirty years, and yet I got suggestions for two sermons from 
one outline which recently appeared in T h e  P r e a c h e r ’s M a g a z in e . I owe the author 
principally for his suggestion of the topics, but I ewe him much for that.
Perhaps we have all observed instances in^which the preacher seems to have an 
abundance of material, but no aptness for arrangement. If he has a highly developed 
“mechanical” style it is almost worse than if he were wanting in any appearance of 
order. In  the old “elocution” days it was said that elocution is of no use until its user 
becomes unconscious that he is using it. I t  is almost like that about homiletics. The 
mere ability to construct a correct outline is not enough. The preacher must come to 
the place where his method is natural as well as correct. He must come to where he 
makes the correct arrangement without being too aware that he is doing so. And to 
bring one to this place and to keep him there I know of nothing tha t makes better 
contribution than the continual reading of sermons and the p:rusal of sermon outlinss.
DOCTRINAL
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C H R IS T IA N  B E L IE F  IN  T H E  L IG H T  O F  
T O D A Y
B a s i l  M il l e r  
C h a p t e r  O n e  
M o d e rn  P r o b le m s  a n d  th e  A n c ie n t  F a ith
T H E  Bible is undogm atic. I t  is presented wholly as a revelation as to  the conduct of m an’s life. I t  brings for him a w ay by which he can live religiously, and  not th ink  dog­
m atically. I t  is a life m ade new th rough the 
power of Christ w orking w ithin the soul, and 
not a philosophy. I t does not particularly  give 
the reason, as ra ther the motive. The facts p re­
sented, while being rational and able to  be tested 
by reason, arc not the system atization which you 
will find in the weighty tomes of the theorists 
with which the centuries have bristled.
I  hey have been forged in the flames of m en­
talities which have been purged by contact w ith 
Jesus as the Savior, and  not tiie Teacher-philoso- 
pher. Even for P aul whose sweeps of reasoning 
concerning this w ay of life have been unsurpassed 
by the dogm aticians of tw enty  centuries of school 
men, the C hristianity  which he heralds comes in 
vital contact w ith the daily problem s confronting 
men and  wom en of his and  every age.
The sm attering of a philosophy of living left by 
Christ has been lost in the m arvel of the life He 
lived. His influence upon the w orld  has been due 
not to  the profundity  of His logic, b u t to  the holi­
ness of His charatcer. He blazed a path  of purity  
for others to  follow w ith such loftiness of person­
ality  th a t it outshadow ed His doctrines. I t  is 
doubtfu l th a t a t any tim e He aim ed a t the p re­
sentation of theory . This he left for others to  do.
P u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y  b y  t h e  N a z a r e n e  P u b l i s h i n g  H o u s e .  2 9 23  T r o o s t  A ve . ,  K a n s a s  C i ty ,  Mo.,  
m a i n t a i n e d  b y  a n d  in  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of  t h e  C h u r c h  of  t h e  N a z a r e n e .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c e  $ 1 .00  a y e a r .  E n t e r e d  a s  s e c o n d  c l a s s  m a t t e r  a t  t h e  P o s t o f f i c e  a t  K a n s a s  C i ty .  Mo.  A c c e p t a n c e  f o r  m a i l ­ing  a t  s p e c i a l  r a t e  of  p o s t a g e  p r o v i d e d  t e r  in S e c t i o n  1103 , A c t  of  O c t o b e r  3,  1917,  a u t h o r i z e d  D e c e m b e r  30, 1925.
(2 )
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N o n c r e d a l  P r i m i t i v e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
P r im i t iv e  C h r is t i a n i t y  w a s  n o n c r e d a l .  T h e  b a p ­
t i s m a l  fo r m u la  a lo n e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  i t s  c r e e d .  
W h e n  o n e  w a s  b a p t i s e d  “ in  t h e  n a m e  o f  th e  
F a t h e r ,  a n d  o f  th e  S o n  a n d  o f  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t ,” 
th e  e n t ir e  d o c t r in a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  h a d  
b e e n  e n c o m p a s s e d .  N o t e  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  
c o n t e n t s  o f  M a r k ’s  G o s p e l  a n d  th a t  o f  J o h n .  
M a r k ,  w r i t t e n  n e a r e s t  C h r is t ’s  t i m e  o n  e a r t h ,  p r e ­
s e n t s  a n a r r a t iv e  o f  th e  a c t io n s  o f  t h e  S o n  o f  
M a n . W h i le  J o h n ,  w r i t t e n  p o s s ib l y  s e v e n t y  y e a r s  
a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  J e : u s ,  g iv e s  u s  t h e  f a m o u s  
L o g o s  d o c t r in e ,  w h i c h  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  w o r k s  
o f  P h i lo ,  t h e  J e w is h  p h i lo s o p h e r  o f  C h r is t ' s  a g e .  
M a r k  w a s  n o t  in t e r e s t e d  in  p h i lo s o p h y ,  t h e  h o w  
o f  t h e  l i f e ,  b u t  r a th e r  in  i t s  p o r t r a y a l .  I t  w a s  le f t  
f o r  J o h n  a f t e r  th e  C h u r c h  h a d  c o m e  in t o  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  t h e  t h in k e r s  o f  t h e  a g e  to  l a y  t h e  b a s is  fo r  
t h e  c r e e d  a b o u t  J e s u s .
P aul w rote concerning the character of Christ, 
but he did not form ulate a creed. It was the 
heart which he aimed at m oving nearer the M as­
ter, and not the fashioning of the m ind in terms 
of the teachings of the C hurch. Correct thinking, 
afte r all, m ust spring from  a pure life. During the 
first century  or more afte r the death  of Christ 
.the doctrines of the Church rem ained unform u­
lated. I t took the rise of heresies and of false 
teachers to  bring about the necessity of crystal­
lizing w hat the Church believed.
C r e a t i v e  F o r c e s  B u i l d i n g  C r e e d s  
T hrough necessity the thinkers of the Church 
were forced to  form ulate the body of their belief 
th a t they m ight be able to  defend it against the 
false teachers. Gnosticism arose w ith  its fantastic 
teachings and im m ediately the theologians began 
to refute its claims.
The first definite statem ent of Christian be­
lief, as a system  of philosophy, appeared in the 
A post'e’s Creed. As to the exact date of its origin 
no one is certain, though it seems to be beyond 
doubt th a t it is of a la ter period th an  the apos­
tolic age; possibly by 150 A. D. the germs of 
this doctrinal statem ent were com pleted. One 
can easily trace the foundations of th is to the 
New T estam ent.
The Bible became the groundw ork from  which 
the superstructure of belief was to  be erected. 
U nder the influence of Greek thought which held 
jthe origin of philosophy and had already covered 
the world with its chains of system atized know l­
edge, Christian teachers could do no o ther than
(3)
begin the rounding out of their dogmas in term s 
of Hellas. The texts of the Scripture were called 
in to support the theories of doctrine. Every a r­
ticle of the creed can be traced w ith definite 
certitude to  the Bible. I t  is not th a t this new 
way of life aimed originally a t inculcating an in ­
tellectual system ; but the necessity of the age 
when erroneous theories arose gave b irth  to  a 
gathering together of the seeds of theology as 
found in the w ritings of the apostles and of 
Christ.
Heresies had m uch to do tow ard  the rounding 
out of Christian teaching. As the various here­
tics arose, the orthodox theologians answered 
their claims, and usually the result was ap addi­
tion  to  or clarification of, the credal statem ents. 
Gnosticism called forth a mass of writings in 
defense of orthodox belief. Arius was answered 
by A thanasius, and  the Church held true to the 
divinity, as well as the hum anity  of Jesus. On 
th rough the centuries these same results can be 
traced.
Ofttim es when Christendom lost sight of a doc­
trine some teacher would arise to  bring it forth  
from  its obscurity. This is w'hat L uther did when 
he stressed salvation by faith . Calvin did the 
same for the dogma of G od’s sovereignty, going 
back to Augustine for his foundation. Wesley 
retrieved from the lost past the doctrine of the 
witness of the Spirit, as Fox stressed th a t neces­
sity of inner light or comm union w ith  God di­
rectly through the soul.
When schools of thought appeared it was but 
n atu ra l th a t teachers should organize the body 
of their belief and become in fact doctrinaires. 
One has bu t to  read such a w ork as Briggs, The 
H istory of the S tu dy  of Theology to  realize the 
force of this in bringing together into an organ­
ized whole the dogmas held as the basis of Chris­
tian  belief.
In  this field each m an made his particular con­
tribution. Origen clarified the doctrine of the 
being of God. I t  was for Athanasius to  defend 
the form ulary or dogma of the being of Christ. 
Augustine in tu rn  gave us the orthodox statem ent 
of the nature of m an and of sin. G ottshchalk 
added the thought of dam nation to the creed, 
and L uther brought into bold outline the doc­
trine of justification by faith . Calvin became the 
exponent of the sovereignty of God. Fox was the 
culm ination of a group of thinkers, ra ther “ feel­
ers,” who brought to  our a ttention  the mystical 
element. William Law  became the father of the
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dogma of Christian perfection, though it was 
to  Wesley that we owe the popularization of the 
belief. Wesley builded the doctrine of assurance 
for the Church around  the idea of the jo in t w it­
ness of the divine and  the hum an spirit. Schleier- 
macher based Christian belief as a dogma, n o t on 
revelation, b u t on C hristian experience, or as he 
term ed it, C hristian faith .
The field of catechetics was a v ita l one for the 
developm ent of the body of those doctrines which 
we term  theology a t present. W hen novitiates 
presented themselves for baptism  it became neces­
sary to  w ork out a train ing course. This became 
particularly necessary w ith reference to  the tra in ­
ing of those for clerical positions, such as the 
priesthood, etc. This influence was soon felt as a 
factor in building into an organized whole the 
doctrines of the Church.
Liturgies  and hym ns added their p a rt to  the 
process from which came the final system atization 
of belief. I t  was necessary to  have liturgies and 
chants for the conduction of services, which 
should reflect the teachings of the organization. 
This force is felt when one reads the Wesleyan 
hym ns. They are doctrinal in their content. The 
Wesleys did as much through w riting dogma into 
their hym ns, as they did th rough their syste­
m atic works for the building of W esleyan theo l­
ogy.
T r a d it io n  B u i l d s  C h r i s t i a n  B e l i e f
We can well summarize the creative forces 
which produced system atic theology, o r as we 
desire to  term  it, C hristian belief, by tw o ele­
ments. These are the Bible and trad ition . The 
Bible became the touchstone as in terpreted  by 
trad ition . If  the dogma was squared w ith  reve­
lation and had been held by the Church, then 
it found a com fortable place in the body of 
C hristian belief. I t  m ight be in the Bible, and  
unless trad ition  had confirm ed it, it m ust remain 
as a m arginal element in doctrine.
Justification , as an act of God, was never 
doubted  as a teaching of the Scrip tures; b u t t r a ­
dition had builded up a priestly element. The 
mass came in. The F ather became the confessor 
to  whom  sins m ust be revealed. He alone de­
term ined the am ount of penance to  be done, 
and it was he who said, Te absolvo  (I absolve 
thee).
At first it was the apostolic trad ition  which 
was powerful. Was it taught by the apostles and 
those who followed them ? If so, then it m ust be
true. L ate r the Church asked the question, “Did 
the Fathers confirm  th is belief?” If  so, then it 
was orthodox. W hen the synods and  councils 
were called in the la ter centuries and  m ade their 
rulings upon the doctrinal statem ents of the 
C hurch, then the question was asked thus: “D id 
the Councils affirm the dogm a? If  so then it is 
for us also binding.”
The power of trad ition  is again felt during 
the ‘medieval age th rough the w ritings of the 
schoolmen. Catholic theology became w rapped up 
in  the works of T hom as Aquinas. W hen he 
w rote his Sum m ary o f Theology  in the th irteen th  
century  not ano ther w ord  of v ita l w orth  has been 
added to  the system atic theology of Catholicism. 
I t  was Anselm in the previous century, in  his 
Cur Deus H om o, who gave the w orld  its doctrine 
of the atonem ent. These nam es contained a 
magical element in  the building and  m aintaining 
of Christian belief. T heir w ords became final.
As little as we like to  adm it it, P ro testantism  
followed this same course. N ote  th a t today  L u th ­
eranism  has for its doctrinal basis the teachings 
of M artin  L uther. T he w ritings of Calvin be­
came the foundation for the theology of the R e­
form ed Churches. For the Presbyterians we have 
the w ork of Hodge. The M ethodists tu rn  to  Pope, 
Miley, Sheldon and  Curtis. On th rough the list 
we find this same influence of teachers, trad ition  
and reverence for m en who m ade C hristian  be­
lief.
The result of all of these influences is the 
body of m odern Christian belief. T his is w ha t the 
men of yesterdays term ed system atic theology, 
wherein the entire body of belief is encompassed. 
I t  was an a ttem pt to  give a logical explanation 
of the doctrines which the Church holds as based 
upon Bible. In to  the building of th is structure 
enters religious philosophy, trad ition , respect for 
the “m ighty teachers” of the Church.
T e n d e n c y  T o w a r d  a  C l o s e d  S y s t e m
The tendency from  the early fathers gradually 
drifted  tow ard  a closed system. W hen Aquinas 
w rote, the Catholics said, “He is our a u th o rity .” 
The name of L uther held a magic spell, and  even 
today  millions of Christians look to  none o ther 
for their dogm atic statem ents, or for the content 
of their religious beliefs. W hat is outside of the 
pale of his teachings is frow ned upon by them . 
For the early Wesleyans, w hat Jo h n  had w ritten  
and Charles had sung, became the sum to ta l of
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their beliefs. I t  rem ained for W atson and W ake­
field, M inor and Pope to elucidate these posi­
tions.
O rthodox Presbyterians of the Princetonian 
stam p still believe as far as theology is concerned 
th a t the last w ord has been said by Hodge, w rit­
ing some sixty years ago. Even today  in  the 
said university  the students in theology use his 
work as their text. For the B aptists around the 
world the w orks of Strong, first appearing in 
18S6, form  the sum to ta l of necessary system atic 
theology. A L utheran  w riter of the recent period 
says th a t P ro testan t dogma was developed to  its 
fullest extent in the post-reform ation  period and 
nothing has been added since then. The result 
is th a t he closes his h istory  of doctrine at this 
period.
T h e  R e a c t io n  A g a in s t  T r a d i t i o n a l i s m
The result was th a t there was a reaction against 
this form  of traditionalism . The entire structure 
of the past was to  be th row n overboard  w ithout 
any respect to  w ha t the “ fathers, doctors or 
teachers of yesterday” had said. F irst higher 
criticism which declared th a t the Bible was en­
tirely the p roduct of hum an evo lutionary  forces, 
and not a divine revelation, as the Church has 
come to  believe.
The next step w'as n atu ra l for such men to 
take. T here appeared a com plete disrespect for 
the doctrines which m ake the body of C hristian 
belief as a connected whole. Theology was to  
be cast off in to ta lity . M any of the modernistic 
seminaries did not even offer a course in syste­
m atic theology, or doctrine. I t  was not long ago 
th a t a leading sem inary teacher m ade the sta te­
m ent th a t no m an of the present age knows 
enough to  w rite a system atic theology. W hat the 
great th inkers of the Church had arrived  a t as 
their conclusions concerning the body of doctrine 
holds for such men only a historic interest.
T here is a disregard for any w orks except the 
newest. The m odern age w ithholds its sanction 
from  w orks “th a t are over ten years old.” ’The 
reasoning seems to be th a t the m ost recent "prod­
ucts of the thinkers are alw ays the best. The 
newest holds a charm  for these fetish worshipers.
I t is only in the realm  of criticism th a t these 
results do n o t hold. F o r here they seem to  reas­
on th a t the works of the m asters, though they 
|>e fifty  and seventy-five years old, are still to  
be followed.
T he result of all th is is a gradual undogm atic
(S)
attitud e  tow ard  C hristian belief. For (hey reason, 
w hy should one be interested in belief, theology, 
or creed, since the last w ord has n o t been said. 
I t  has become a creedless age th a t has slipped 
upon the Church.
T h e o l o g ic a l  U n c e r t a i n t y
We are in a period of the Church when theo ­
logical uncertainty  abounds. M en do not care to 
know  definitely w hat is the true doctrine. Scien­
tific disbelief in finality  lies a t the root of the 
m atter. Science is always in a state of flux and 
change. Theories of yesterday are overthrow n for 
those of today . The nebular hypothesis for the 
origin of the worlds is replaced by another. New- 
tonianism  passes under the shade of Einsteinism. 
R elativity  replaced the universal theory of g ravi­
ta tion . Cosmic rays, electrons, protons and ions 
fill the thinking of the age. F or one group of 
scientists it is an expanding universe th a t we 
dwell in. For ano ther a bleak and hopeless fu ­
tu re  remains in store for us. F inality  is never 
a tta ined  in any of these spheres.
All one could expect then in the field of belief 
is to  find the finality  of the C hristian religion 
held by our forefathers of the Church as the key­
note of our progress to  be cast aside. The end of 
it all is th a t even in propagating of the gospel 
the newer type of missionaries do no t speak w ith 
certain ty . R ather they speak of C hristianity  as a 
and no t the. W ay.
Respect for au tho rity , the au thority  of a spe­
cialist, has passed from  vogue. T here is an em­
phasis upon science and no t philosophy. W hen 
philosophy was the m other of the thinkers, th e ­
ology flourished. B ut w hen science became the 
m aster, then theology w as doomed. Because the 
scientific basis is experim entation backed by doubt 
of one’s results until they had been fully verified. 
While in  philosophy speculation and abstract 
reasoning hold sway.
The finality  w ith  which L uther confronted the 
Church of Rome, and Calvin m et his adversaries, 
and which was the basis of Wesley’s evangelical­
ism, has become as th in  air in a m odern age. 
Finality  and d oubt and intellectual uncertainty 
are antipodes.
The outcome of this is a doubting of all th a t 
the Church has held as v ita l to  her beliefs. L uther 
is w rong; Calvin is erroneous. The Augustinian 
theory  of hum an nature as fallen cannot be 
squared w ith  the m odern evolutionary view of 
the rise of m an ’s intellectual and m oral character.
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The standards of m orality  which were based upon 
the Bible are relegated to  the scrapheaps of fo r­
gotten theories. In  their place we find customs 
built up by the m ajority . There is a doubting of 
every postulate of each m oral code.
M o d e r n  S u b s t i t u t e s  fo r  C h r i s t i a n  B e l i e f
Psychology has taken the place of theology. We 
study the m ental reactions as an index of char­
acter, and do not go to Augustine or L uther or 
Aquinas for our theory  of hum an nature . R e­
ligious education becomes the great sine qua non 
of character building, instead of the conversion 
process which brings one into contact w ith God. 
Scientific dogm atism  draws our picture for the 
fu ture of m an and not revelation. Theology w ith 
its positive statem ents about the existence of God, 
the im m ateriality  of the hum an spirit, conversion 
and rewards and punishm ents, is swallowed up in 
an engulfing tide of atheism .
A few decades ago it was deism and its a t ­
tendan t pantheism  which the C hristian thinkers 
faced. Today it is evolutionary m aterialism  which 
brings everything, even the character of Jesus, 
into its realm. M ore recently it is a phantom  
hum anism  which gives m an the basis for his be­
liefs. The divine has no reality in this scheme, 
only the hum an is of v ita l concern.
Instead of revelation as to the nature of man 
and  his contact w ith  the divine, wc are taught 
to look to the m ost recent results of m an’s own 
thinking. Religious em otionalirm  is called in to 
account for the m arvelous outcomes of such m ove­
m ents as those fostered by Wesley, and the nine­
teenth century evangelists of the caliber of Elder 
Jacob K napp, Charles G. Finney, D. L. M oody, 
etc. The emphasis of this age is on the alleviation 
of hum an misery and not the transform ation  of 
hum an destiny through contact w ith God.
W h e r e i n  L i e s  C h r i s t i a n  T r u t h ?
The problem  which the Church now faces is a 
vital one. W herein can tru th  be found? Have 
tw enty  centuries of Christian thought nothing of 
finality to  say to  our age? Is it possible th a t the 
minds of the Christian philosophers have been 
strangely deluded in this evolutionary scheme 
through which the bulk of C hristian belief has 
come about?  If C hristianity is not final, as the 
Bible affirms and tw enty  centuries of the Church's 
history declare, then w hat will be the final re­
ligious form ?
These are practical questions. The issue is 
clearly defined. There is no m iddle ground. If
we cast off C hristian finality and certitude then 
we drift in to the m orass of religious uncertainty  
and m oral irresponsibility. If  Christian belief as 
we have defined it is invalidated  then the choice 
m ust be m odern hum anism .
Let us hold in m ind th a t Christian belief is 
founded upon the Bible, and is developed through 
the history of the Church, and is reaffirmed in 
the light of current knowledge. I t  can be tested, 
as the Fathers have tested it by experience. If 
the Bible is u n trustw orthy , and the works of the 
fathers are erroneous, then we have no belief 
which will stand the tests of the age.
But Christian belief will stand the m ost string­
ent tests th a t this or any age can bring against 
it. It is the one faith  th a t has stood th roughout 
the centuries unshaken by the storm s of in tellect­
ual doubt and  unm oved by the shifting theories 
of pseudo or real science. M ay we then enter 
upon cu r exam ination of the dogm as which go 
to m ake up C hristian belief w ith  confidence, th a t 
however deeply we m ay probe, those doctrines 
which the Church has refined through tw enty  
centuries will suffer nothing from  the restatem ent 
in term s of m odern knowledge.
Rest is not quitting  
This busy career;
Rest is the fitting 
Of self to one’s sphere.— G o e t h e .
T h e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  h e l p f u l  t h i n g s  t o  d o  
A l o n g  l i f e ’s w a y  
( H e l p s  t o  t h e  h e l p e r ,  if w e  b u t  k n e w )  
F r o m  d a y  t o  d a y !
S o  m a n y  t r o u b l e d  h e a r t s  t o  s o o t h e ,
S o  m a n y  p a t h w a y s  r o u g h  t o  s m o o t h ,
S o  m a n y  c o m f o r t i n g  w o r d s  t o  s a y  
T o  h e a r t s  t h a t  f a l t e r  a l o n g  t h e  w a y .
H e r e  is a  l a m p  of  h o p e  g o n e  o u t  
A l o n g  t h e  w a y .
S o m e  o n e  s t u m b l e d  a n d  fell , n o  d o u b t ----
B u t ,  b r o t h e r ,  s t a y !
O u t  o f  t h y  s t o r e  o f  o i l  r e f i l l ;
K i n d l e  t h e  c o u r a g e  t h a t  s m o u l d e r s  s t i l l ;
T h i n k  w h a t  J e s u s  w o u l d  d o  t o d a y
F o r  o n e  w h o  h a d  f a l l e n  b e s i d e  t h e  w a y .
H o w  m a n y  l i f t e d  h a n d s  s t i l l  p l e a d  
A l o n g  l i f e ’s w a y !
T h e  o ld ,  s a d  s t o r y  o f  h u m a n  n e e d  
R e a d s  o n  f o r  a y e .
B u t  le t  u s  f o l l o w  t h e  S a v i o r ’s p l a n ----
L o v e  u n s t i n t e d  t o  e v e r y  m a n !
C o n t e n t  if, a t  m o s t ,  t h e  w o r l d  s h o u l d  s a y ,  
“ H e  h e l p e d  h is  b r o t h e r  a l o n g  t h e  w a y . "
---- J a m e s  B u c k h a m .
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EXPOSITIONAL
M E S S A G E S  F R O M  I S A I A H
O l i v e  M . W i n c h e s t e r  
F a ith  in  G o d  in  th e  C r ise s  o f  L ife
(Isaiah 7— 8:15)
T H E  life of Isaiah  is filled w ith events of the highest im portance. His call transcends th a t of an ordinary  p ro p h e t; his arra ign­m ent is a m asterpiece of delineation of the true nature of sin and  of reproof of a sin-laden peo­
ple. His visions of the coming Messiah stand pre­
em inent in Messianic concepts. Then we have 
his challenge to king Ahaz which forms his debut 
as a statesm an.
The righteous kings, Uzziah and Jo th am , had 
been succeeded by Ahaz, a w orshiper of idols.
In the northern  kingdom  of Israel, M enahem  who 
had received his throne from  the hands of the 
Assyrian king had been followed by Pekah who 
had  overthrow n him  and had established himself 
as king in his stead. Pekah was anti-A ssyrian in 
his sym pathies. This no doubt led to  the coalition 
between Israel and  Syria, and they sought to  en­
list the co-operation of Ju d ah  th a t all the small 
kingdom s in th a t vicinity m ight join against the 
common foe. I t w ould seem th a t there had  been 
incursions from  these northern  powers in the reign 
of Jo th am  b u t the situation  did not become acute 
until in the early p art of the reign of Ahaz. Then 
it was th a t the combined arm ies of Syria and Is ­
rael invaded Jud ah  and  blockaded Jerusalem . It 
appears to  have been their in tent to take it by 
a-sault, but they had not been able.
At this juncture the com m and of the L ord  came 
unto  Isaiah, “Go forth  now  to meet Ahaz, thou 
and Shear-jashub thy  son, at the end of the con­
duit of the upper pool in the highw ay of the 
fuller’s field." P robably Ahaz had gone forth 
from  the city to investigate the w ater supply. 
Skinner tells us th a t it is probable th a t “opera­
tions were in progress either for filling the reser­
voirs and cisterns w'ithin the city, or fo r stopping 
the sources th a t would be accessible to  the enemy.
In the historic sieges of Jerusalem  the assailants 
always suffered more from scarcity of w ater than  
the defenders; and it is not impossible th a t the
(7)
precautions taken on this occasion were the reason 
why the allies ‘were not able to fight against i t .’ ” 
In their urgent desire to form  the coalition 
against Assyria, Syria and Israel had  become so 
determ ined th a t they had purposed if Ahaz would 
not accede to their request, they would place a 
king of their own m aking upon the throne of 
Judah . In  consequence the king and also the peo­
ple were greatly alarmed, as described by Isaiah, 
“ His heart was moved, and the heart of his peo­
ple, as the trees of the wood are moved w ith  the 
w ind."
W ith the far-reaching sight of a statesm an and 
the firm confidence in God of a prophet, Isaiah 
admonishes the k in g :
“Take heed, and be q u ie t;
Fear not, neither be fainthearted 
For the two tails of these smoking firebrands, 
For the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of 
the son of Remaliah.
Because Syria, Ephraim , and the son of Remaliah, 
H ave taken evil counsel against thee, saying,
Let us go up against Jud ah , and vex it,
And let us make a breach therein for us,
And set a king in the m idst of it, even the son of 
Tabeal:
Thus saith the Lord God,
I t  shall not stand, neither shall it come to  pass. 
For the head of Syria is Damascus,
And the head of Damascus is Rezin;
And w ithin  threescore and five years shall E ph ­
raim  be broken, th a t it be not a people.
And the head of Ephraim  is Samaria,
A nd the head of Sam aria is R em aliah’s son.
If  ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be estab­
lished.”
In  viewing the outlook Isaiah had observed two 
dangers, fiist th a t in his distress the king would 
seek he!]) from  Assyria and thus give this aggres­
sive empire a hold upon the land of Judah , and 
second th a t therein the people would seek reliance 
upon heathen powers instead of upon Jehovah.
A fter giving the exhortation the prophet would 
seem to have W'aited a little to see w hat the king 
m ight reply, but no answer came. No doubt the 
king had already determ ined w ithin himself w hat 
his policy would be. To rely on faith  in Jehovah 
when his heart was set upon the w orship of idols,
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to tu rn  irom  the concrete hope which lay before 
his m ind to w hat seemed d istan t, rem ote and 
intangible, to forego the possibility of tru s t in the 
might of the pow er of the great empire of Assyria 
for faith  in a God whom  he m ight know as the 
God of his fathers b u t w hom  he did no t w orship 
with singleness of heart, th is was beyond the grasp 
of his decision. Then as if in  a spirit of urgency 
which felt the m om entous im portance of the situ a­
tion, the prophet encourages:
“Ask thee a sign of the L ord  th y  G od;
Ask it either in the depth, or in the height above.” 
Aroused, the king refused to  accept a sign. He did 
not wish to  be com m itted to  a policy to  which 
he did not wish to adhere, and  he w ould feign 
piety in his very refusal to  accept a sign. As 
Skinner suggests, “To ‘pu t Jehovah  to  the p roof’ 
is a m ark  of unbelief (Ex. 18:7; D eut. 6 :16), but 
to  refuse a proof which Jehovah himself offers is 
an insult to  the divine m ajesty which exhausts 
the patience of the A lm ighty.”
Then w ith  the vehemence of a righteous protest 
the prophet announces the fata l result of the 
course th a t the king had  chosen. Even though he 
w ould no t ask for a sign, a sign would be g iv en ; 
it will no t be to  him a sign of confidence - and 
tru s t b u t a sign of judgm ent and m oreover also 
the day will come when:
“T he L ord  shall bring upon thee,
And upon thy  people, and upon thy  fa th er’s house, 
Days th a t have no t come,
From  the day th a t Ephraim  departed  from  Ju d a h ; 
Even the king of Assyria.”
He was seeking help from  Assyria now bu t the 
tim e would come when this empire w ould in ­
vade the land as a conqueror. T hen shall there be 
devastation in the land. D river paraphrases the 
words of the prophet thus: “The pow er on which 
you rely for safety, and which will indeed for the 
m om ent save you, will a fterw ard  bring upon you 
a re tribu tion  which you have no t foreseen: it  will 
m ake your land the arena of a conflict w ith  E gypt 
(v. 18f) ; your country will be swept bare, and 
the simplest pastoral produce— curdled m ilk and  
honey—will be the sole means of subsistence for 
the survivors.”
Failing to influence the king, Isaiah  tu rn ed  to 
the people. Bidden by the Lord he was to  take a 
large tablet which was m ade of w ood, stone or 
metal. Upon this he was to  w rite in the ordinary 
characters which w ould easily be read by the 
people, the name, M aher-shal-al-hash-baz, which 
being in terpreted  is ‘H aste-spoil-speed-booty.’ This
was to  be name of his second son. His first son 
was called Shear-jashub. This older son had gone 
w ith Isaiah when he m et Ahaz by the conduit o f1 
the upper pool. The significance of the nam e is 
a “rem nant shall tu rn .” Thus the young boy 
was a living testim ony th a t there w ould be some 
in the religious chaos of the tim e who would 
tu rn  unto the L ord  and  p u t their tru s t in  Him. 
As prophet and son stood before the king, there 
would be a silent appeal th a t the king be among 
th a t  num ber, bu t since he refused and  chose to 
follow his own course then came the announce­
m ent of judgm ent in the name of the second son, 
and  this announcem ent of judgm ent is before the 
people.
In the days of Isaiah  there were m any currents 
of popular feeling eddying to  and fro as a seeth­
ing tide. “ I t  is a period of pow erful currents, a 
people wholly in d rif t,” says George Adam  Smith, 
“and the strongest m an of them  arrested  only by 
a firm  pressure of the L ord ’s hand. ‘For Jehovah 
spake thus to  me w ith  a strong hand, and in ­
s tructed  me, th a t I should not w alk in the way 
of this people.’ The character of the popular 
m ovem ent, ‘the w ay of this people,’ which nearly 
lifted Isaiah off his feet, is evident. I t  is th a t into 
which every nation drifts, who have ju st beenj 
loosened from  a prim itive fa ith  in God, and  by 
fear or am bition have been brought under the 
fascination of the great w orld. On the one hand, 
such a generation is ap t to  seek the security of 
its outw ard  life in things m aterially  large and 
splendid, to  despise as pa ltry  its old religious 
forms, national aspirations and achievements, and 
be very desirous to  follow foreign fashion and 
rival foreign w ealth. On the o ther hand, the re­
ligious spirit of such an age, w ithd raw n  from  its 
legitim ate objects, seeks satisfaction in  p etty  and  
puerile practices, demeaning itself spiritually , in 
a w ay th a t absurdly contrasts w'ith the grandeur 
of its m aterial am bitions. Isaiah reveals th a t it 
was such a  stage, w'hich both  the kingdom s of 
Israel had now reached. ‘This people h a th  re­
fused the w aters of Shiloah, th a t go softly, and 
rejoice in Rezin and R em aliah's son.’ ”
As the little nation  of Jud ah  looked upon itself, 
then tu rned  its a tten tion  aw ay to the Assyrian 
power, it felt insignificant, and  their w orship with 
its priestly ritual was n o t as gorgeous as th a t oi 
this m ighty foe. T hey were caught w ith  the 
glam or and the spectacular of a worldly empirq 
and forgot th a t there were ever the silent w ork ­
ings of the unseen pow er of Jehovah  their God;
( 8 )
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they rejoiced in m ethods and  principles such as 
the nations th a t knew not God followed, and 
w hat was to  be their doom.
“N ow  therefore, behold, the L ord  bringeth up
upon them 
The w aters of the river, strong and m any,
Even the king of Assyria, and all his glory:
And he shall come up over all his channels,
And go over all his banks:
And he shall pass th rough J u d a h ;
He shall overflow and go over,
He shall reach even to the neck.”
As the onw ard sweep of the scourge broke in 
upon them , they m ight seek to  defend themselves 
by girding themselves for battle , bu t all this would 
be of no avail. They m ight seek to enter into 
counsel, b u t th a t too w ould be as a th ing of 
nought. God was w ith  them , but He w as w ith 
them  in judgm ent.
Because of the hopelessness of the situation  and 
because of the erro r in  religious principle and 
practice, the w ord of adm onition had come to 
Isaiah from  the L ord  th a t he should not walk 
in  the w ay of the people neither was he to  say a 
confederacy, th a t is, he was not to  feel th a t in 
this conspiracy of the northern  nations against 
Ju d ah  there was serious danger, and “ fear their 
fear.’’ He was to  give reverence unto the Lord 
of hosts and fear H im ; in H im  was he to  tru st 
and  therein w ould he find a sanctuary. Those, 
however, who failed to  obey these in junction ; 
w ould find th a t the Lord  of hosts would be to  
them  “a stone of stum bling and a rock of o f­
fence.” As says Ew aid, “ In  fact, divine justice 
is som ething which is cither observed, desired, or 
a tta ined, and is then m an’s weal, or, on the oilier 
hand, is overlooked, rejected, or sought afte r in 
a wild, unintelligent spirit, and only in the hour 
of need, and is then their lasting ru in .”
T hus comes the final w arning to a vacillating 
king and  an obdurate people in a great crisis in 
the nation . The king had refused to hear the 
voice of the L ord  and so had the people, :B ut 
standing beside the prophet was his young son 
w ith  the symbolic nam e, “A rem nant shall tu rn ,"  
and  even now it was to  find its fulfillm ent, in 
fact already had there been a small clientele of 
disciples who had  allied themselves w ith  the 
prophet and  am ong whom  he w'as com m anded to 
seal up the instruction. So George Adam Sm ith 
^bserves, “ Isaiah then  at last sees his rem nant. 
B ut the point we have reached is significant for 
m ore than  the fulfillm ent of his expectations.
(9)
This is the first appearance in history of a re­
ligious com m unity, ap a rt from  the form ing of 
domestic or national life. ‘Till then no one had 
dream ed of a fellowship of fa ith  dissociated from 
all national forms, bound together by faith  in 
the divine w ord alone. I t  was the b irth  of a new' 
era in religion, for it was the b irth  of the con­
ception of the C hurch, the first step in the em an­
cipation of spiritual religion from  the form s of 
political life.’ ”
H o m il e t i c a l  S u g g e s t io n s
Like the Gospel messages, the passages of Isaiah 
are rich in terse statem ents of religious tru th . One 
verse which could easily belong to  the New T esta­
m ent represents a fundam ental fact in the Chris­
tian  life, “ If ye will not believe, surely ye shall 
not be established” (7 :9b ). We m ight take as a 
them e for this text, “A unifying principle in 
Christian experience and living,” and as subdi­
visions, we could dwell upon the necessity of a 
unifying principle in every phase of life, the cen­
trality  of fa ith  in the C hristian life, the achieve­
m ents of faith  in Christian experience. T hen 8:11b 
would form  a good text, “And instructed me th a t 
I should n o t w alk in the w ay of this people.” 
Herein we find as a them e the fact th a t life in 
Christ is not grounded on the same principles as 
life in the w orld ; then as divisions we m ight have 
lines of thought which would bring out the fact 
th a t we should not tru st in the same hopes th a t 
the w orld trusts in, we should seek the same 
defenses th a t the w'orld seeks and we should not 
fear the same fears th a t the w orld fears.
- K— *---------------------------------------------------------- — +
T h e  w o r l d  is s u c h  a  l o n e l y  p l a c e ,
T h o u g h  c r o w d s  g o  h u s t l i n g  by ,
A n d  v o i c e s  t h r o b  o n  e i t h e r  s id e ,
A n d  g r o u p s  c o m e  p r e s s i n g  n i g h .
W e  n e e d  t o  l o o k  a c r o s s  t h e  p r e s s  
P e r c h a n c e  s o m e  h e a r t  t o  f i n d
T h a t  h a t h  n o  l o v in g  h a n d  t o  g r a s p ----
N o  l o v e  o f  a n y  k in d .
L i f e  is s o  h i d d e n  i n  i ts  s h e a t h ;
H o m e  h o l d s  s u c h  v a c a n t  c h a i r s ;
S u c h  s i l e n c e  t a k e n  b y  s u r p r i s e  
A n d  e n t e r e t h  u n a w a r e s .
W e  n e e d  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  l o o k  h a r d ,
A m i d s t  t h e  h u m a n  t id e .
L e s t  w e  s o m e  r e a c h i n g  h a n d  m i g h t  m is s  
L o o k  h a r d  o n  e i t h e r  s id e ,
— G e o r g e  K l in g le .
+ ---------- *----------- ----------------------------------------------- ----------- +
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HOMILETICAL
.................................................................................... .
S E R M O N S  F O R  M A Y
L . T .  CORLETT
There are tw o special days to which the church 
pays a ttention  in this m onth, M other’s Day, the 
14th, and Decoration D ay, the 30th. The one 
th a t presents the greatest opportunity  to the m in­
ister, and especially the pastor, is th a t of M o th ­
er's Day. Some m ake this a day when M other 
is eulogized in a m anner th a t brings no special 
challenge to the parents of today, but ra ther 
dwells upon the m others who have passed to 
their rew ard. Respect ought always to  be given 
to  the m others who have gone from  the circle, 
but the opportunity  of speaking of the power, 
influence and w ork of the m others of today 
should never be neglected. Also this special oc­
casion gives the pastor the privilege of adm onish­
ing the younger generation of the need of proper 
respect and obedience to  parents, which is one 
of the crying needs of this hour. Again, th is day 
provides the preacher w ith  the opening to plead 
for a return  to  the home circle, to try  to influence 
the holiness people from  allowing their homes to 
follow' the present day d rift and to  be merely a 
place to  eat and  sleep. The tendency today  is to  
allow institutions to try  to  do the w ork th a t the 
home should do, and m ost parents are turning 
their children loose, depending upon the school, 
the church, the state, the movies, etc., to  give 
them  the proper instruction and leadership. Let 
every preacher m ake this day a time of special 
appeal for parents to  assist God in the salvation 
of their children.
M a y  7 — M o rn in g  S e r m o n
T h e  N e e d  o f  t h e  C i i u r c i i — P r a y e r
“I f  m y people shall pray . . . then will 1 hear 
from  heaven’’ (2 Chron. 7:14).
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. Something is wrong w ith present day 
C hristianity.
2. Needs to be aw akened out of itself.
.i. The general condition is due to  the ind i­
vidual condition.
4. Real p rayer is a scarcity among individual 
Christians.
( 10;
II . T h e  N e e d  o f  P r a y e r
1. Churches today are p u tting  the emphasis 
* on the wrong thing.
a. Organization, num ber, leadership are 
the prom inent things. These are es­
sential and proper in their place.
b. The Church is looking for better m eth­
ods, God is looking for better men.
c. There is som ething lacking in the o r­
ganization unless charged w ith the 
dynam ic presence of the Holy Spirit.
The need of the C hurch.
a. A prayerless church means a cold serv­
ice, form al, lifeless, yet it m ay be en­
tertain ing.
b. A prayerless church m eans the ab ­
sence of the persuading, convicting 
presence of the Holy Spirit.
c. A prayerless church has much strife 
(Jam es 4:3, 4, 8).
cl. A church m ay be o rthodox in doctrinei 
yet barren  in salvation.
(1) Takes m ore th an  creed to  bring 
about the salvation of souls.
(2) P rayer puts unction in the m es­
sage, pow er in the singing, and 
effectiveness in the service.
e. This is an age of boundless activity  
and so much church w ork is done 
w ithout the unction of the Holy Spir­
it upon it.
(1) W orship is born out of a spirit 
of prayer so in all activ ity  peo­
ple m ust pray.
3. The Need of Each Christian.
a. M an makes or m ars the message from 
God to  men.
b. Individual C hristians become weak, 
helpless and  powerless unless they 
pray.
c. P rayer clarifies the vision, stim ulates 
faith , brings the life into closer con­
tact w ith  God.
d. P rayer is an absolute necessity for the 
person to m anifest the spirit of Christ.
I I I . T h e  L i f e  a n d  H o p e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  Is  D e ­
p e n d e n t  U p o n  t h e  P r a y e r  L i f e  o f  t h e  
M e m  b e r s
1. R outine and organization can be kept ufJ
but revivals are born in the secret place
of prayer.
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2. Services m ay be held but the presence of 
the Holy Spirit and the touch of God in 
the services comes from  the atm osphere 
of prayer.
M a y  7 — N i g h t  S e r m o n
S i n  (R om ans 5:12)
I .  I n t r o d u c t i o n
1. M uch confusion on the sin problem.
2. Here is the center of all the trouble of 
the race.
3. U nderstanding of th is necessary to  com­
prehend plan of salvation.
I I .  O r i g in  o f  S i n
1. Before creation of m an.
2. Devil rose in anarchy and insurrection 
(Isa. 14:12-17).
3. Seen on earth  first in the fall of m an 
(Gen. 3).
I I I .  T h e  N a t u r e , o f  S i n
1. Its  principles are anarchy, rebellion, dis­
obedience, deceit, etc.
2. The n atu ra l m an is both  sinful and a sin­
ner.
a. He is bad in his principles or depraved 
(Gen. 8 :21; 6 :5 ; Eccl. 9 :3 ; Je r. 17:9; 
M a tt. 12 :34, 35; 15:18, 19).
Each tim e God gave m an a new s ta rt he seemed 
to do worse.
b. M an is bad  in practice or a tran s ­
gressor of the law (Psa. 14:2, 3 ; Isa. 
53:6; Jer. 16:12; Hosea 6 :7 ; Rom. 
5:12).
I V . T h e  E n d  o f  S i n
1. D eath  (Ezek. 18:4; Rom . 6 :23; 8 :6).
2. G radual physical death , spiritual death, 
eternal death.
3. Degeneration, degradation, death.
V . T h e  C u r e  o f  S i n
1. Jesus came to  solve the sin problem 
(M a tt. 1 :21; Jo h n  1 :2 9 ).
2. In  regeneration m an is forgiven and  p ar­
doned of actual sins (E ph. 1 :7 ; 1 Joh n  
1 :7).
3. In  sanctification, the principle of sin or 
the carnal nature is rem oved and  the 
heart is purified from  all sin (Ileb . 13 :12 ;
1 Cor. 1:30; Heb. 10:10; Gal. 1 :4 ; T itus 
2 :14).
M a y  14 ---- M o r n in g  S e r m o n
M o t h e r ’s  D a y — T h e  R e s p e c t e d  M o t h e r  
(P roverbs 31 :28)
I .  I n t r o d u c t i o n
1. The w ords of the wise m an regarding 
m otherhood.
2. Need today  to refresh the m inds of peo­
ple regarding the power and influences 
of M other, and the home.
I I .  T h i s  M o t h e r ’s  R e p u t a t i o n  W a s  M a d e  B e ­
c a u s e  o f  :
(11)
1. H er loyalty  to  husband and  home (v. 11).
2. Her example of industry  (v. 13-19).
3. H er sym pathy and  helpfulness (v. 20).
4. H er wisdom and  judgm ent (v. 26).
5. Being a home m aker (v. 27).
I I I .  H e r  C h i l d r e n  A p p r e c ia t e d  H e r  B e c a u s e  
o f :
1. H er example—good to follow.
2. H er influence— guiding and  strengthening 
them .
3. Her character—inspiring them  to  better 
things.
4. H er discipline—helping them  to choose 
the right.
5. H er leadership— bringing a pleasant a t ­
mosphere in the home.
6. H er fear of God— directing them  to  the 
One to worship.
IV. M o t h e r  Is  t h e  C e n t e r  o f  t h e  H o m e
1. In  loyalty to  right standards and ideals.
2. In  finer sensibilities, as love, sym pathy, 
kindness, etc.
3. In  worship. Her a ttitud e  to  God will 
generally be the a ttitude of the children.
V. M o t h e r s  o f  T o d a y  H a v e  a  G r e a t  O p p o r ­
t u n i t y  t o  T u r n  t h e  C o m in g  G e n e r a t i o n  
t o  G o d .
M ay 1 4 ---- N ig h t  S e r m o n
S i n  a  R e p r o a c h  
(P roverbs 13:34)
I . I n t r o d u c t io n
1. M ost people th ink  sin is aw ful for a 
Christian to  commit.
2. Ju s t as terrible a reproach to the sinner.
3. Sin is discord.
a. R uined the harm ony of the creation 
of God.
b. A t present all phases of life, physical, 
intellectual, spiritual, domestic, social, 
political, national and in ternational 
life are out of tune.
II . S i n  I s a  R e p r o a c h
1. Because of the tactics of its originator.
a. The devil is the propagator as well as 
the originator.
b. Threefold picture of him given in the 
Bible.
(1) Roaring lion (1 Peter 5 :8).
(2) Accuser of the brethren  (Job 
1; Zech. 3 :1 ; Rev. 12:10).
(3) An angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14).
c. The purer the person, the greater the 
influence, the greater the delight of the 
devil to  rob him of his purity  and in ­
fluence.
2. Because of its characteristics.
a. Never elevates bu t always lowers.
b. Never com forts b u t brings greater de­
spair.
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c. N ever gives a clean thought bu t is 
responsible for all evil thoughts and 
thoughts of evil.
d. Sin is a parasite— never builds charac­
ter, bu t always tears dow n w hat is 
built.
e. N ever brings iight bu t always d ark ­
ness.
f. N ever relieves the guilty bu t brings 
greater condem nation.
g. Never lightens burdens but alw ays in ­
creases them.
h. N ever leads to  heaven bu t always to 
hell.
i. Sin is expensive.
W arden Lawes of Sing Sing prison is au thority  
th a t 'th e  criminal makes a small wage annually 
when com pared w ith time spent in sin and also 
th a t spent in punishm ent in prison.
j. Sin always disguises itself.
3. A reproach because of the results.
a. Sweetness of sin, like the honey from 
the fair rhododendrons, makes the 
m an m ad who eats it.
b. Sin is like poisons, some slow, others 
quick, but all deadly.
c. Sin is sweet a t the s ta rt but soon 
loses the sparkle a t the top  and d is­
closes the death in the cup.
d. Sin in the Bible is likened to a debt, 
a burden, a thief, sickness, leprosy, a 
plague, poison, sting and a serpent.
e. Always brings death to the soul and 
finally to  the b o d y .'
I I I .  Goo I s  C o n c e r n e d  M o r e  w i t h  t i i e  F a c t  o f
SlN THAN THE DEGREE OF SlN
1. M an concerns himself w ith  the degree of 
sin in judgm ent.
2. God concerns Himself w ith  the fact of 
sin, and one sin will shut the door of 
heaven and plunge the sinner to  eternal 
despair.
I V .  T r a g e d y  o r  R e d e m p t i o n  I s  G o d ’s A n s w e r
t o  t h e  T r a g e d y  o f  S i n
M a y  21-— M o rn in g  S e r m o n
H in d r a n c e s  to  P r a y e r  
(Jam es 4 :3)
I . I n t r o d u c t io n
1. P rayer is power.
2. M any C hristians lack v ita lity , freshness 
and power.
3. Cheated in the hour of prayer.
I I .  H i n d r a n c e s  to  P r a y e r
1. Lack of vision.
a. Of God, His love, power and mercy.
b. Of man, his soul value and  lost con­
dition.
c. Of the C hristian’s opportunity .
2. An unadjusted inner life.
Illustration'. An autom obile m ay look fine, have 
all parts in proper place but if a small screw in 
the carburetor is not adjusted  properly the engine 
will lack power.
a. Indifference regarding spiritual values.
b. Unpreparedness for the blessings re­
quested.
c. Sin in the heart or life.
d. A person m ay be very religious, yet 
the Lord will not hear him (Isaiah 
1:10-15; SS; M att. 7:21-23).
e. Self-exaltation.
Praying Hyde said, “Self m ust not only be dead 
but buried out of sight, for the stench of the un- 
buried self-life will frighten souls aw ay from  
Jesus.”
f. M any a m an ’s prayers are spoiled by 
his own shadow.
g. Forgetful of others— not praying for 
the cause of missions.
h. An unforgiving spirit.
3. Robbing God (M ai. 3 :7 -12; 2 Cor. »:t>-S).
4. Inac tiv ity  kills the power of prayer.
a. A life of prayer begets a life of service.
b. A passion for others flows out of a life 
of prayer.
III. H ow  t o  R e j v o v e  t i i e  H i n d r a n c e s
1. P ray  like the psalm ist (Psa. 130:23, 24).
2. Follow the advice of Evans R oberts to
the people in the Welsh Revival.
a. “ Is there any sin in your past th a t 
you have not confessed to G od? On 
your knees at once. Y our past must 
be pu t away and cleansed.”
b. “Is there anything in your life th a t is 
doubtfu l—anything you cannot decide 
w hether it is good or evil? Away w ith 
it. There m ust not be a trace of a 
cloud between you and Gad. H ave you 
forgiven everybody—everybody? If 
net, don’t expect forgiveness for your 
own sins, you w on 't get i t .”
c. “ Do w hat the Spirit prom pts. Obedi­
ence, prom pt, implicit, unquestioning 
obedience to the Spirit. B etter offend 
ten thousand  friends than  quench the 
Spirit.”
d. “A public confession of Christ as your 
Savior. There is a vast difference be­
tween profession and  confession.”
M a y  2 1 — N i g h t  S e r m o n
M u s t  a C h r i s t i a n  S i n ?
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
]. Fallacious teaching today.
a. A Christian cannot live w ithout sin­
ning.
( 12)
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b. Sinning does not affect the C hristian’s 
standing before God.
2. Need to  emphasize the tru th s  th a t Christ 
died to  deliver from  sin.
I I .  B i b l e  T e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  R e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a 
C h r i s t i a n  t o  S i n
1. W hat is sin? (Actual transgressions).
a. A transgression of the law (1 John  
3 :4).
b. Does this imply a volun tary  or an 
involun tary  act of m an ’s will?
c. The Scriptures teach th a t an act to  be 
sinful and bring condem nation m ust be 
a volun tary  act of m an ’s will (Jam es 
4 :17; Luke 12:47; Joh n  15:22; 9 :4 ; 
Rom. 5: 13 ; 4: IS ) .
d. Each of the Ten C om m andm ents im ­
plies a volun tary  act of m an ’s will.
2. The Bible com mands the Christian no t to 
sin.
a. Paul w rote it to  the Corinthians (1 
Cor. 15:13).
b. The psalm ist w arned against it (Psa. 
4 :4 ).
c. John  speaks of provisions to  keep a 
Christian from  sin (1 Joh n  2 :1 ).
3. The Bible plainly states th a t if a person 
comm its sin his righteousness will not be 
rem em bered by God (Ezekiel 18:24).
4. Joh n  states plainly th a t he th a t commits 
sin belongs to  the devil (1 John  3:8, 9).
I I I . T h e  C o n d i t i o n s  a n d  P r o v i s i o n s  P e r t a i n i n g  
t o  S a l v a t i o n  A r e  A g a i n s t  a  P e r s o n  C o n ­
t i n u i n g  i n  S i n  A f t e r  B e c o m i n g  a  C h r i s ­
t i a n
1. The conditions.
a. R epentance— a confession of and a 
forsaking of sin.
b. M an m ust promise God to quit sin 
before God will forgive him.
2. The provisions of salvation.
a. The term s used to  describe salvation 
denote a change of natu re  and a t t i­
tude tow ard  sin— born again, a new 
creature, etc.
b. The desires, am bitions and  affections 
are changed and  centered in God in ­
stead of the devil and sin.
c. The Christian becomes a soldier of 
God against sin and  the devil.
3. Provisions m ade by God to keep m an 
from  sinning (Luke 1:74, 75; 1 Jo h n  1; 
3 :1 -3 ).
IV. A  C h r i s t i a n  C a n  L i v e  W i t h o u t  C o m m i t ­
t i n g  S i n
Courage, O faithful h e a r t ;
Steadfast for e v e r!
In  the eternal love
F altering  never. —W . E. L ittlewood.
M a y  2 8 — M o rn in g  S e r m o n
G e t t i n g  R e s u l t s  
(Jam es 5:16)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. God intended for the Church to  be a 
success.
2. Parable of the m ustard  seed shows w hat 
He saw for its development.
3. A revival should be a revival and  not just 
a p ro tracted  meeting.
I I .  P r a y e r s  t h a t  B r o u g h t  R e s u l t s
1. N ehem iah’s prayer. Seeing w hat was 
needed (Neh. 1).
a. Recognized the conditions.
b. Confessed the failures of the peop'e.
c. Based his expectancy on God.
d. Saw the desire of his heart.
2. E lijah 's prayer. Recognized G od’s p a r t­
nership in  the battle  (1 Kings 18:36, 37).
a. On M t. Carmel!
b. Showed when and how to deal with 
the enemy.
c. Again when he prayed for rain. Rec­
ognized the assurance th a t God was 
standing by him  when his servant 
saw the small cloud.
3. Solomon’s prayer. Desire for G od’s an ­
ointing and glory (1 Kings 8).
a. At the dedication of the temple.
b. All was em pty unless the glory of God 
fell on it.
c. The gloiy was a sign of God’s a p - " 
proval and the acceptance of his labors 
and gifts.
4. M oses’ prayer. Relationship to  others 
(Exodus 32 :31, 32).
a. Intercession for the wrong-doer.
b. Willing to die and be b lo tted  out of 
the book which God had w ritten.
c. This is taking the o ther person’s place, 
m aking up the gap, filling the breach.
5. C hrist’s praver. P reparation  for service 
(Jo h n  17). ’
a. F or His disciples of all ages.
b. The earnest desire of Christ fo r the 
welfare of His disciples.
c. G etting in the proper place about the 
cam p for God to come.
d. This experience Christ prayed for, th a t 
each disciple ought to  have, fits for 
personal victory, inw ard and outw ard.
I I I .  G e t t i n g  R e s u l t s
1. Every C hristian can study these prayers 
and utilize the principles in his praying 
and the results will come.
2. The promises for answered prayers are 
for everyone meeting conditions (M att. 
7:7, 8 ; 21:22; M ark  11:24; Joh n  14:13; 
15:7).
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M a y  2 8 ---- N ig h t  S e r m o n
R e d e m p t i o n  
(H ebrews 7:24-2 7)
I .  I n t r o d u c t io n
1. Tw o w ords show meaning of C hrist’s sac­
rifice.
a. A t-one-m ent, signifying differences 
th a t m ust harmonize.
b. R edem ption, to  buy back, signifying 
the sinner is sold under slavery and 
in bondage.
(1) To deliver by paym ent of a price.
(2) To purchase out of the m arket.
(3) To liberate.
c. Christ came to  provide all of th 's  for 
man.
I I .  C h r i s t  C a m e , S u f f e r e d  a n d  D ie d  to D e ­
l iv e r  M a n  f r o m  S i n
1. Prophesied t i n t  He would do it.
a. Eleven times in the 53rd chapter of 
Isaiah the prophet speaks of substitu ­
tionary, vicarious death of the suffer­
ing Servant.
b. Zec’nariah saw Him  as a Priest offer­
ing proper sacrifice (Zech. 6 :14).
2. The angels announced th a t He would do 
it (M att. 1:21).
3. The father of John  the Baptist prophe­
sied th a t He would do it (Luke 1 :74, 75).
4. Joh n  the B aptist understood th a t was 
to  be the w ork of the Messiah (M att. 
3 :11; Jo h n  1:20).
5. Jesus T aught th a t He was to  do this 
(M att. 9 :6 ; Joh n  5 :14; M a tt. 2 6:2 S ; 
20:28).
6. Paul taught th a t Jesus was to  redeem 
from  sin (Gal. 1 :4 ; Rom. 3 :25; Eph. 
1:7; Heb. 7:24-27; 9 :14).
7. Peter taugh t it (1 Peter 1:18, 19).
S. John  w rote about it  (1 John  1 :7).
I I I .  T i i e  P r o v i s i o n  o f  R e d e m p t i o n  I m p l i e s  R e ­
s p o n s i b i l i t y  o n  t i i e  P a r t  o f  E a c h  P e r s o n
1. The redem ption of Christ is for all.
2. The invitation  is universal.
3. The conditions are so simple every man 
can meet them.
4. The provision is so ample th a t every m an 
can have it.
5. Every person m ust do something about 
this provision.
6. Acceptance of C hrist’s salvation means 
eternal life, joy, peace and happiness.
7. Rejection brings condem nation now and 
separation from  God in eternity.
T H R E E  M E N  O N  A  H O U S E T O P
H e k s c h f i . M u r p h y
( 1 )  D a v id  U p o n  t h e  H o u s e t o p  o f  S e l f  E a s e  
(2 Samuel 11:2).
“Woe to them  th a t are at ease in Z ion.'’ 
“Satan will find w ork for idle hands to do." 
David, a man after G ods own heart fell through 
idleness.
F irst, the sin of adu ltery ; la ter the sin of m u r­
der in D av id ’s case !
Think of the disastrous results of one m an's 
idleness.
Beginning of revolution in D avid 's kingdom and 
continual sorrow.
D avid never forgot th a t stroll on the housetop 
and died a broken-hearted  m an !
( 2 )  N e b u c h a d n e z z a r  U p o n  h i e  H o u s e t o p  o f  
B o a s t in g  (D aniel 4 :29).
“At the end of twelve m onths he walked in 
Ion,  says reference] the palace of the kingdom  of 
B abylon . . . ”
Boasting of wicked Babylon— “T hat I have 
bu ilt.” “M y  p ow er!” “M y  m a jes ty !” “M y  hon­
o u r !” “Desirous of vain-g lory .”
T h a t same hour fell the judgm ent of God upon 
Nebuchadnezzar.
Boasting even as P eter: “Though all men fo r­
sake thee, yet will not I ! "
“He th a t hum bleth himself shall be exalted, 
and he th a t exalteth himself shall be abased.” 
“ Pride goeth before destruction and a haughty  
spirit before a fall.”
(3) P e t e r  U p o n  t h e  H o u s e t o p  o f  P r a y e r  (Acts 
10:9).
Daniel had his w in d o w  and Peter had his house­
top  devotions!
“P ray  w ithout ceasing.” “Men ought always to 
pray and not to  fa in t.”
This housetop visit brought w ondrous salvation 
to the G en tiles!
M eans of salvation for m any m illions!
The rem arkable contrast  of the three men on 
the housetops!
The first led to  m ost awful sin and sorrow.
The sreond  b rought the swift judgm ent of God. 
The third  b rought salvation to the Gentiles. 
Beware  of the first, it is the death of the 
Church.
Steer dear  of the second, it spells doom  to the 
individual.
Em brace  the th ird , it will bless the individual 
and a lost world.
C h o o s e  Y o u r  H o u s e t o p ! “W hen thou bulkiest a 
new house, thou  shalt m ake a battlem ent on 
the roo f” (D eut. 22:8).
(14)
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E T E R N A L  P U N IS H M E N T  A  V E R IT Y
R o y  L . H o l l e x b a c k
T e x t :  These shall ; v  aw ay into everlasting p un ­
ishm ent, but the righteous into life eternal 
(M a tt. 25:46).
Tw o things will claim our thought in this mes­
sage, viz.. I I )  The persistence of the doctrine on 
eternal punishm ent; and (2) The justice of the 
fact of it.
I. T iif. P e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  D o c t r i n e
1. It is one of a very few doctrines upon which 
all orthodox creeds agree.
2. It is not a Calvinistic doctrine only. The 
liturgy of the P ro testant Episcopal Church says, 
"F rom  w rath  and everlasting dam nation, good 
Lord deliver us."
3. li does not persist in th? C hristian Church 
because C hristianity  has bred cruel hum an m on­
sters who delight in hum an suffering. On the other 
hand, there is more hum an kindness, more philan­
th ropy , m ere effort to  alleviate suffering among 
C hristians who believe in this doctrine than  among 
any class of people outside.
4. T here are two great reasons why the doc­
trine of eternal punishm ent cannot be destroyed:
a. Providences preach it.
b. Cons ience suggests it.
The deepest sentim ents of love ever expressed 
in song are interm ingled w ith thoughts of w rath  
and judgm ent. The au thor of “Jesus, Lover of 
M y Soul," comprehended also the necessity for 
som ething to  “ Cover my defenseless h ead"; while 
T opladv, whose name is im m ortalized by “Rock 
of Ages,” was led to petition  God to “Save from 
w ra th .”
II . T h e  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  F a c t
1. I t is no more unjust for God to punish in 
the fu ture  th an  it is for Him to punish now. It 
justice dem ands th a t all of G od’s creatures be 
ultim ately happy  in the future, why does it not 
dem and that they be happy at the present? But 
they are not. M illions are now unhappy. If we 
would say w hat God, in His justice, must do i:i 
the next world, why not also tell Him how to run 
this present w orld?
2. If punishm ent is not just then we are saved 
by justice and not by mercy. Then we should 
quit praising God for salvation, and accept it as 
an ungrateful recipient of justice. All songs of 
praise in this world or the next are farce and 
nonsense !
3. M an is constituted for both reward  and 
punishm ent. He has one common capacity for 
both. And it is alm ost impossible to  th ink  of 
there being rew ardable virtue w ithout also the 
possibility of punishable vice.
A w om an said to her little girl who was told 
that if she was naughty  she would go to hell.
"W hy, daughter, God would not send one of His 
little lam bs to h e ll! '’ This is true. But the trouble 
is that we are not “little lam bs.” The most of us 
are or were, great big bucking, rebellious ra m s!
4 . Christ taught this doctrine stronger than any 
other man. If His plain words, so often indulged, 
about hell are not to be believed, then perhaps we 
cannot believe w hat He said about anything. 
M aybe eternal life was just a figure.
Perhaps some would say, “You wrongly in ­
terpret His teachings.” But there are not very 
many th a t I know of who ever a ttem pt to  in ­
terpret them . We only accept them  as they arc. 
I t  is the no-hellite who spends his energy trying 
to in terpret them.
5. The Scripture nowhere holds out promise of 
a second chance.
a. The theory of a s e o n d  chance is based upon 
the false idea chat punishm ent makes bad people 
good. Experience does not prove th a t this is true.
b. It also rests on the absurd thought th a t 
when a sinner is hope’ess he no longer deserves 
punishm ent.
c. It supposes, of course, th a t all men, after a 
period of punishm ent, would accept such a chance. 
There is nothing in the Scripture to w arran t this 
as true.
d. It would make divine wratl: more effectual 
to  save than  Divine love. The fire of judgm ent, 
and not C hrist’s love and sacrifice, would be the 
instrum ent of salvation.
e. Suppose that the second chance should be 
rejected? W ould there be a th ird? W hy not? 
C o \c i.t> ;o x : There is really more at stake in our
attitude tow ard this doctrine than  we at first 
may see. To disbelieve it destroys the whole 
fabric of our la ith . For if I do not accredit 
what God says about hell, I doubt His Word, 
and consequently doubt His integrity. I cannot 
believe His promises of blessing if I do not be­
lieve His promises of judgm ent. The cross to 
me becomes an em pty, meaningless symbol if 
I do not see in it the expiation of crimes w'hich 
call for great and fearful punishment.
S E R M O N  B R IE FS
o f  J o h n  T. M a y b u r y  
Prepared by B. H. M .
P o s t - M o r t e m  P u n i s h m e n t  
( M a r k  1 6 :1 6 1
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  M ost hated and unpopular doc­
trine is post-m ortem  punishm ent for p roba­
tionary  sin. Called “m yth of dark  ages.” The 
devil has succeeded to a large extent in estab­
lishing this lie in world and Church. Hence, 
prevalence of vice and suicide, fear and re­
strain t gone.
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I .  N o t  A l l  Go To H e a v e n
I I .  P o s t - m o r t e m  P u n i s h m e n t  I s E t e r n a l
I I I .  P e r f e c t io n  o f  D i v i n e  G o v e r n m e n t  R e ­
q u i r e s  P o s t - m o r t e m  P u n i s h m e n t  
C o n c l u s i o n :  W hat is it to  be dam ned?
1. See M att. 25:41. They expect to  be to r­
mented, M a tt. 8:29 and  18:34.
2. N ote Luke 16—T orm ented, torm ents, to r­
ment.
3. None go to hell th a t God can keep out.
T h e  S u c c e s s  a n d  D i s a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  
R i c h  M a n  
(Luke 12)
I n t r o d u c t i o n : Relate parable. W ant to note two 
things about him.
I . H is S u c c e s s
1. N ot accidental.
a. W orked, b. S tudied, c. Invested.
2. N ot illegitimate.
3. Abundant.
a. Rebuilding.
b. See carpenters a t w7o rk ; neighbors w on­
dering; his soliloquy at night.
II. H is D i s a p p o i n t m e n t
1. In length of life. T hought had m any years, 
but death, like so m any, was sudden. No idea 
th a t night was his last.
2. Funeral, was elaborate m ockery. Dr. 
Smoothem m ade him virtuous, etc.
3. Loss of goods. Became eternal pauper.
4 . Loss of soul. Fool (1 Cor. 6 and Eph. 5 :5 ).
5. Loss of God. M am m on (Psa. 9 :17).
6. Loss of reason.
a. Delirious, sin a fever (D eut. 8 :18).
b. Forgot God, soul, fellowman, as men do 
missions, the church, and poor today.
7. Loss of goal.
a. Ease, drink, m erry—b ut hell instead.
b. All this, and miss heaven.
C o n c l u s i o n : Loved wrong god, as rich young
ruler.
T h e  H o l y  S p i r it  
i n  E p h e s i a n s
I .  S e a l e d  (1:13 and 4:30)
1. M ark.
2. A uthenticate.
3. Guard.
4. H old a secret.
5. Perpetu ity—good fru it keeps.
I I .  R e v e l a t i o n  (1:17 and 2:5)
1. Know Christ.
2. Know  dispensational tru th .
I I I .  A c c e s s  (2:18)
F ather told m e ! result of access is assurance, 
knowledge, surety.
I V . H a b it a t io n  ( 2 : 2 2 )
Clean and adorned,
( 16)
V. S t r e n g t h e n e d  (3:16)
Through prayer, etc.
VI. U n i t y  ( 4 : 4 )
V II. F r u i t  (5:9)
V III. F i l l e d  (5:18)
IX . P r a y i n g  I n  (6:18)
C o n c l u s i o n : Received, honored, obeyed.
E r a d i c a t i o n  a  R e a s o n a b l e  P o s s i b i l i t y  
T e x t :  P ut off the old manAI n t r o d u c t i o n :  He said, in introducing this sub­
ject a t N orfolk, Va., M arch 9, 1924, in referring 
to the fact th a t this tru th  is much m isunder­
stood and opposed, “ I have no axe to  grind 
(in preaching this tru th ) , nothing up my sleeve. 
1 am G od’s man, and His messenger. I eat the 
roll, and feed the sheep accordingly.”
I .  S u p p r e s s i o n  a n  U n s c r i p t u r a l ,  I l l o g i c a l ,  U n ­
r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  U n h y g i e n i c  D o c t r in e
1. Illogical, for God w ants pure children, ves­
sels, temples, etc.
2. Unreasonable, because fact is, God is able to 
eradicate sin, is willing, has promised to purify by- 
blood on condition of our faith , etc.
3. Unhygienic or unhealthy.
a. Germs are in the blood.
b. So carnality  is an unhealthy  condition in 
life’s vital blood stream .
4 . U npatriotic. Leaves a tra ito r in cam p, in 
this w ar between Satan and Christ, right and 
wrong.
5. Unkind and cruel.
a. T rips young feet trying to walk.
b. W eights on the racers, load on the swim ­
mer, ties hands of w orker, etc.
I I .  S u p p r e s s i o n  I s  U n s c r i p t u r a l
1. N ote its m eaning, is to  destroy, thoroughly, 
exterm inate, make an end of.
a. Radix— meaning root.
b. Jo h n  says axe is laid a t root.
c. No roots left in good ground on farm.
2. N ote scriptural term s, etc.
a. Body of sin destroyed.
b. P u t off— Jonah  cause of storm .
c. B aptism —cleansing.
d. F ire—purifying.
e. Be ye holy as I am  holy.
f. N ot on to p  of sin, b u t p u t off.
g. As He is, so are we, pure as He is pure.
3. This word and w ork.
a. H ated  by world, flesh and devil.
b. Hence, opposed, etc.
I I I .  R e s u l t s  o f  E r a d ic a t io n
1. Rest.
a. F ind rest, M a tt. 11.
b. Second rest, spoken of in Hebrews.
2. Stability  (R om ans 5:1, 2) Stand.
3. S tand evil day, joy in tem ptation  (Eph.
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6 ) ;  blessed in tem ptation  (Jam es 1:12).
4. M arks.
a. God pu t a m ark  on Cain.
b. F a th e r’s nam e in forehead.
c. Shunned by carnal, but fellowshipped by 
sanctified.
5. O rthodoxy.
a. Heresy, a fru it of flesh (Gal. 6).
b. The very elect impossible to  deceive 
(M a tt. 24).
c. Russellites, Eddyites, M cPhersonites, and 
all kinds of "ites” re treat w ith  broken 
shafts against this shield of faith and o r­
thodoxy.
6. F ru it in old age.
a. F a t and flourishing, like a well w atered 
garden.
b. Drs. Bresee, Reynolds, Buckmaster.
c. Some sour and w ither w ith  age.
C o n c l u s i o n :  H ave you put off the old m an? Are
you conscious of entire freedom from all s tir­
rings of inw ard sin ?
IL L U S T R A T IV E  M A T E R IA L
C o m p i l e d  b y  J .  G l e n n  G o u l d
I n f lu e n c e  o f  M o th e r ’s P r a y e r s
Born of G erm an parentage, D octor Cornelius 
W oelfkin was left in early childhood the orphaned 
son of a widowed m other, his father having been 
killed early in the Civil W ar while acting as a 
surgeon in the navy. D r. Jo h n  Finley, in  an edi­
torial in the N ew  York Times  on the event of Dr. 
W oelfkin’s death paid a glowing tribu te  to  the 
im m igrant hom e w ith  its frugal com forts out of 
which the great preacher grew. The m other in 
th a t home was a large factor in D r. W oelfkin’s 
preparation  for the m inistry . H er godly influence 
was an ever-present power in his life, even after 
she had crossed the threshold in to  the house of 
m any mansions. “She haunts my h ea rt,” he w rote, 
when in an article contributed  to  one of our de­
nom inational papers he told how, in his first 
pasto rate in the little church a t Bagnall, N. Y., 
each Saturday  afternoon the saintly  wom an would 
steal aw ay to the little pulpit where the next m orn ­
ing her son w ould break the bread of life to 
the people and pray  for the baptism  w ith  the 
Holy Spirit to  descend upon prophet and people.
. . . You cannot account for Cornelius W oelfkin 
and forget to  recognize the large place in  his 
m inistry  th a t was held by his little G erm an m o th ­
er. His first p reparation  fo r the pulpit came as 
he learned the secret of p rayer a t an a lta r made 
of a good w om an’s knees.— R e v . C. W. P e t t y .
( 17)
M o th e r ’s T r a n s la t io n
A Bible class teacher was telling of the various 
translations of the Bible and  their different excel­
lences. The class was much interested and one of 
the young men th a t evening was talking to a 
friend about it.
“ I  th ink  I prefer the King Jam es Version for 
my p a rt,” he said, “ though of course the Revised 
is more scholarly.”
His friend smiled. “ I prefer m y m other’s trans­
lation of the Bible myself to  any other version,” 
he said.
“Your m other’s? ” cried the first young m an, 
thinking his companion had suddenly gone crazy. 
“W hat do you mean, F red ?”
“ I mean th a t my m other has translated  the 
Bible into the language of daily life fo r me since 
I  was old enough to  understand i t .”— W estern  
Recorder.
T h e  C ity  o f  P e a c e
(M em orial D ay)
The S tate Encam pm ent of the G rand Army 
of the Republic m et in Syracuse, N. Y., in June, 
1927, and the Syracuse Herald recorded the fol­
lowing:
“The veterans themselves are first among those 
realizing how fast the ranks are closing up as the 
comrades drop out and there are no replacements.
“One am ong them  handed to  the publisher of 
the Herald  a clipping from  the Tam pa M orning  
Tribune of April 6, containing the following en­
titled  ‘The L ast Veteran,’ by E. D. L am b rig h t:
“ ‘He was the last v e te ra n ; of all those who 
had  fought for home and  honor, he alone was 
left alive.
“ 'And now death came to lay its hand upon 
him. One soldier’s grave was still unfilled, and 
the sleepless sexton w aited, leaning on his spade.
“ ‘A little patch of sunlight fell upon the cover­
let, and the dying m an placed his only hand there, 
th a t the tender w arm th  m ight kiss it w ith  its 
lips of gold.
“ ‘And the words he spoke were as the words of 
one who dream s of d istan t th ings; for they had 
a m ystic meaning and. death ta rried  th a t it too 
m ight hear.
“ ‘Now I  know th a t the dying have visions, 
for the words he spoke were these:
“ ‘ “Bring me the rusty  m usket an d  the faded 
coat, for yonder in  the valley I  can see the 
arm y gathering. Long ago, I  thought, the war 
was over, b u t I  m ust have been m istaken; surely
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th a t is my general calling to  me and waving his 
sword, lest 1 come too late to  join them . Some­
how, 1 dream ed th a t they were all dead, th a t I 
was the last of the glorious num ber left on earth. 
See! They are marching now, a m ighty host of 
heroes, w ith  their feet no longer bare and their 
flags no longer ta tte red . On, on they go, and I 
see them  climbing the golden sunlit hills into an 
endless day. Com pany after com pany, battalion  
after battalion , regiment after regiment.—and yon­
der rise the w hite walls of the city they mean 
to take. B ut from  the battlem ents of the city 
no menacing guns are p o in ted ; no sentinels pace 
the ram parts ; there seems to be no apprehension 
of danger, no p reparation  for attack . L o o k ! The 
arm y is entering the wide portals; not a shot, 
not a struggle, no dead or dying men. Ah— I see 
— I know why the conquest is bloodless, for the 
nam e of the city is P eace!’ ’ ”— D r .  G. B. F. 
H a l l o c  k  .
In s in c e r ity
H istory tells us th a t Louis X I “executed a 
solemn deed of ownership,” conveying to the 
Virgin M ary  the whole country  of Boulogne in 
F rance; but reserved for himself all the revenues 
thereof. How much like this “solemn deed” is 
our repen tance! We may say we are sorry, but 
if we reserve for self the control of our actions, 
how deep is th a t sorrow ? God measures our re­
pentance, not by our “exceeding” sorrow, b u t by 
the revenues of our lives th a t flow into His 
treasury .....Record of Christian W ork.
T h e  F o r t if ie d  S o u l
Bramwell Booth in his Echoes and M emories 
gives a stirring glimpse of his father the general 
a t his m other’s grave em ulating Abraham , who 
“ stood up from  before his dead and spake.” W hat 
background such address reveals! “ I have never 
tu rned  from  her these forty  years for any jour- 
neyings on my mission of mercy b u t I longed to 
get back, and have counted the weeks, days, and 
hours which should take me again to  her side. 
W hen she has gone aw ay from  me it has been 
just the same. And now she has gone away for 
the last time. W hat then is there left for me to 
do? N ot to  count the weeks, the days and the 
hours which shall bring me again into her sweet 
com pany, seeing th a t I know not w hat shall be 
on the m orrow , nor w hat an hour m ay bring 
forth. M y w ork plainly is to  fill up the weeks, 
the days, the hours, and cheer my poor heart as
to the will of God—which I vow this afternoon 
I will to the last drop of my blood— then I  trust 
th a t she will bid me welcome to the skies as he 
bade h er.” William Booth had fortified  his soul 
against such an emergency.— R o b e r t  F r e e m a n .
B r in g in g  A l l  T h in g s  in to  S u b je c t io n  to  C h r is t
Jn E dinburgh there is a tim e-gun of more than 
average interest. In  the lower p a rt of the city 
there arc the busy m arts of life, where commerce 
dom inates the situation. A little higher are the 
park  and beautiful gardens in which weary pe­
destrians m ay find rest and  recreation. Still fa r­
th er up are the college and university  buildings 
where students “burrow  into ancient lore to  en­
rich a m odern m ind .” Then higher still, and  above 
all, there stands majestically the gray old castle 
and on the highest point of the castle is the time- 
gun. Every day th a t gun booms out the royal 
time, and when it does ail clocks are adjusted. 
The captains of industry  and  the leaders of com ­
merce set their clocks and w atches by the royal 
timepiece, as do also the m ultitudes upon the 
streets, the students in the halls of learning, and 
the people in quest of pleasure and recreation. Is 
not this a sym bol of w hat must be done if this 
w orld is to  be brought to Jesus C hrist? All the 
activities of life must be b rought into subjection 
to the Lord Christ, whose right is to rule and 
reign.— B is h o p  A. W. L e o n a r d .
In n e r  D iv in e  G u id a n c e
An invention has been recently perfected for 
guiding vessels into a harbor in times of storm  
or fog or danger. A cable is stretched along the 
bottom  of the channel w ith electric bells in fre­
quent succession, set v ibrating  sim ultaneously by 
a clock on shore. The sound of the bells is deeo 
down, far below the surface, and  only vessels 
provided w ith sensitive instrum ents can detect the 
v ibrations and find the channel; they go straight 
forw ard in the storm  or in the fog. The mystic 
claims th a t the hum an soul is bosom ed on the 
deeps of a spiritual sea of life which flows around  
it, and th a t the sensitively ad justed  life can catch 
in tim ations of celestial currents and can gain 
clues and hints of direction, even when the cruder 
sense makes no report and gives no guidance.— 
D r . R u f u s  M . J o n e s .
F is h e r s  o f  M en
Jesus said, “ Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to  every crea tu re .” T h a t word 
“go” is as big as the earth , and as little as the 
space between you and the next man. “Follow 
me and I will m ake you fishers of m en.”
I go along w ith  the thought th a t when I have 
served my Christ and my generation according
(18)
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Jn the New Y ork A quarium  I saw ail sorts of 
ii h, big and  little, ugly and p re tty . And there 
were m any people studying fish. A bout fifty  of 
them  had their little books, draw ing pictures 
of fish, and m arking their h ab ita t. B ut there was 
no cne catching fish.
I went to  a convention some time ago and it 
rem inded me of m y visit to  the aquarium . There 
were scores of men who had been studying fish. 
They could tell all about the gold fish on F ifth  
Avenue, and the m ud suckers and eels on the 
Bowery. B ut not one of them , so far as I could 
see, had been fishing. N ot a m innow had been 
cauc.ht.
I was talking to  a deacon the o ther day who 
is a t the head of a great corporation. If you saw 
him in church you m ight th ink he w ould never 
unbend, b u t it was in the fishing season, and  he 
had just received from  a friend the gift of a fine 
new rod. He forgot his dignity as he talked about 
the pleasure of fishing. He said, “A five-pound 
bass a t the end of th a t rod is M ozart, and B eeth­
oven, and  Shakespeare, and Cicsro all in one 
th rill.” He had the fishing spirit, d on 't you -ee? 
He was a genuine fisherm an. W ould to God th a t 
we C hristians had the spirit for fishing lo r men
like th a t ! O ur delight in it would excel all the 
pleasure of music and poetry and oratory.— D r .  
A C. D i x o n .
B e t t e r  O f t ,  b u t  n o t  B e t t e r
Dan C raw ford says th a t in the south of Africa 
there is a certain kind of civilization advancing, 
the civilization th a t brings drink, gambling, and 
all the rest w ith it. ‘It was down th a t w ay,” 
he states, ' ‘th a t I was starting  out for England, 
down by the railw ay head, where I and my black 
friends bade each other goodby. Oh, how they 
looked a t th a t railway. Then they asked me to 
explain to  them  about some of the things belong­
ing to  your so-called civilization. So I began 
gushing about all your wonderful civilization. How 
they looked and listened! As I went on telling 
them  of autom obiles, subm arines, airplanes, and 
everything else, try ing  to d raw  a wonderful look 
from  them , I  noticed one m an w ith an uncom ­
fortable look in his eyes. I could see he was w ait­
ing for me the way a cat waits fo r a ra t. Finally 
he said, as I stopped, ‘Are you finished?’ And 
then, dear friends, he punctured my tire with a 
bang. I will never forget it. He said, ‘To be 
better off is not to  be bette r.’ ”— D r .  G. B. F. 
H a l l o c  k .
PRACTICAL
P A S T O R A L  O B S E R V A T I O N S
P a u l  S. H i l l
T h e  C h u r c h  V o t e  
It is usually considered an im portan t meeting 
when the church votes on the call or the recall 
of the pastor. At this meeting the church voices 
its approval or disapproval of the w ork of the 
minister. Some churches evidently have adopted 
the policy of frequent change; while others hang 
on to the m inister for a period of years. In  either 
event there is an accounting to the church on the 
part of the pastor.
B ut vve th ink  the vote the church takes in re f­
erence to  the pastor is no! the m ost im portan t 
vote the church takes. For instance, the decision 
of the church on the support of the prayerm eet­
ing is im portan t, and  in m any cases they well- 
nigh put the prayerm eeting out of existence by
consistently voting against it. They do not vote 
by ballot, they just stay at home on prayer- 
meeting night and by their lack of attendance 
say to the pastor and to a faithful few: “I  don’t 
th ink the prayerm eeting is w orth  w hile; and so 
far as I am concerned, it m ight just as well die." 
i t  is a brave pastor who will carry on a m eet­
ing in his church w ith such a m ajority  against 
him. We have been greatly  encouraged by the 
attendance on Sunday m orning, and just as much 
discouraged by the attendance at the p rayerm eet­
ing during the week. Probably if the m atte r were 
put to  public vote, all would be in favor of the 
prayerm eeting. But th a t silent s tay-at-hom e vote 
does the damage.
And th a t same stay-at-hom e vote decides 
against m any o ther excellent things th a t the 
church should have. It hinders the w ork of the
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Sunday school, and makes it  feeble and  sickly. 
I t  damages the class meeting, the board  meetings, 
the Sunday evening meeting, the Sunday m orn­
ing meeting, and all the o ther meetings.
We are, of course, conscious th a t the m inister 
is either a draw ing card, or he is not, and th a t 
much depends on him . We also know th a t the 
minister m ust be on his toes to  get a crow d at 
all times, bu t it seems hum anly impossible for 
some of us to  hold the same sized crowd a t all 
the meetings of the church. If anyone can give 
a rule th a t will make all the meetings of the 
church as im p o rtan t in  the eyes of the people as 
the Sunday m orning services we would like to  
have it. H ow ever we are sure th a t the best m in­
ister the church has cannot carry on the w ork 
w ithout the people, and  th a t is w hy we th ink  
there is a more im portan t vote th an  the vote 
for the call or recall of the pastor.
I f  we understand our Bible, the greatest p roph­
ets of Israel were in  charge when the people w ent 
the deepest in to  idolatry . T hey voted to have 
Isaiah, Daniel, Jerem iah, and  Ezekiel for their 
pastors, b u t voted  down all their messages and  
consistently departed  from  their duty . On the 
o ther hand  some of the great revivals were con­
ducted by ra ther second ra te  men, some of whose 
names are not even mentioned.
I t  is no t the vote on the m inister th a t makes 
or breaks a church; it is th a t silent stay-at-hom e, 
nonsupport, indifferent vote th a t tells the tale.
P r e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g io n
Some tim e ago I  received a p re tty  b road  h in t 
from  some of the members of the American 
Legion th a t they would appreciate an invita tion  
to the church of which I  am  pastor. They were 
“Ju s t wondering w hy you never invited  them  to 
come in a body, and  hear you preach.” The re­
sult was th a t I  sent a form al invita tion  to  the 
com mander of the local unit, inviting them  to  a t ­
tend divine w orship w ith  the church on a given 
Sunday, and  gave them  reservations for either 
m orning or evening. They accepted the inv itation , 
and  came for the evening service. The invita tion  
included the ladies, as well as the ex-soldiers.
A helpful b it (so I  th ink) of patrio tism  was 
featured  in the service when the “boys” placed 
their flags in position by the alta r of the church 
before they were seated. This was done w ith  m ili­
ta ry  precision, and yet w ith  such grace and seem­
ing reverence th a t it fitted  well in to  the religious 
setting of the church service.
The fact th a t m any of our boys were left “on 
Flanders fields,” and th a t m any w ho re turned 
from  the w ar were in some w ay physically affect­
ed, gave a sort of “m em orial” aspect to  the en ­
tire service. We started  our song service w ith  th a t 
old fam iliar, soul-stirring hym n of the church, 
“Shall we gather a t the river.” A nd how the 
voices of those men did lift th a t old so n g ! We 
sang tw o m ore songs of heaven and  hope, and 
then had  prayer. Then we had  a few m ore pre­
liminaries, a choir num ber, etc., and  then it was 
up to me to preach. I feel ra ther more free when 1 
am  preaching “ regular” th an  when I  have to  adjust 
myself to  “special” occasions. B ut I  have proved 
th a t it is b etter to  p u t the “ regular” in to  the 
special times, th an  it  is to  try  to be “ special” 
and not do anything w orth  while.
The text I  used was “While w'e were yet sin­
ners, Christ died for us” (R om . 5 :8 ). The sub­
ject of my sermon was “The great d ea th .” This is 
how I  trea ted  it:
I n t r o d u c t i o n : The whole subject of death. 
A universal hum an event. All previous generations 
of men have gone the way of death.
1. Illustrations of the deaths of g reat men, 
showing w hy they died.
Abel was killed in a religious quarrel. Saul, a 
king w ith  a g reat s ta rt and w onderful prospects, 
died a defeated man, killed himself for no p rin ­
ciple w hatever. D avid said, “The sw ord of the 
m ighty was vilely cast aw ay.” Absalom died, 
caught by his head, in  pursu it of a personal 
am bition. St. P au l died for the sake of the gos­
pel, also Stephen, and  some missionaries.
2. D eath  seals the life. H ow  m any live so 
they are willing to  p u t th is seal on their belief 
and conduct?
3. The soldiers died in  the w ar fighting fo r 
a principle.
4. Christ preached great tru ths , and  sealed them  
with His death. He stood for g reat principles, 
and sealed them  w ith  His death. B ut we do not 
lim it the death  of C hrist to  m arty rdom  to  p rin ­
ciples or tru th . Christ died for His enemies, sin­
ners, the ungodly, He atoned  for sin. H is blood  
is the w ay of salvation  from  sin.
5. Of all the deaths the w orld  has know n there 
is not ano ther like this one. T here have been 
crucifixions, deaths a t the hands of mobs, deaths 
because of religious hatred  and  contention, b u t
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never another death  like the death of C hrist. His 
was the great death.
C l o s i n g  I l l u s t r a t i o n . Im agine a band of 
Am erican soldiers, captured  by the Germ ans. All 
are sentenced to death, they are enemies. B ut 
a young Germ an appears, and offers to  give his 
life for the life of the Am erican soldiers. I t  is 
the crown prince of Germ any. The son of the 
ruler. Jesus the Son of God gave Himself for us 
while we were yet sinners. Love is the m otive of 
H is death, and  the result is pardon and  salvation, 
full and free.
I  am  sure th a t having the ex-soldiers a ttend  
our service did not h u rt the service, and from  
w hat we heard  afterw ard , it  did  the soldiers 
good. We will probably have them  again some 
time.
T h e  S u n d a y  S c h o o l
The church should provide the com m unity w ith  
a good Sunday school. I  have m et some people, 
n o t very m any, w ho feel th a t a Sunday school 
is too small a m atte r for m ature C hristians to  
a ttend . T hey expressed themselves as w anting a 
grow n-up religion w ith  fire and  pow'er instead of 
the hum drum  of lesson leaves, and  a Sunday 
school program . B ut to  me they express a ra ther 
selfish in terest in themselves, and seemed w an t­
ing in the spirit of helpfulness. There m ust be a 
sacrificial spirit th a t expresses itself in helping 
others if the heart is to  be kept alive w ith  the 
love of God. I t  usually is the people w ho are 
supplying the com m unity w ith  religious services, 
a t a cost to  themselves of tim e and  energy, who 
are having the best success a t living a Christian 
life. B ut we were not thinking of the benefit to  
the Christian derived from  such activity  so m uch 
as we were th inking of the dem and the com m unity 
m ade on the church for a Sunday school. The 
com m unity expects the church to  provide a 
Sunday school, and the church should m eet th a t 
dem and w ith  ju st as good a Sunday school as is 
possible.
The organization and system  adopted  by  the 
Sunday school is no t the m ost im p o rtan t thing 
about it. The m ain thing is to  get the job done, 
to  meet the needs of the com m unity, to  assume 
the responsibility of teaching and training young 
lives in  the w ay to  heaven. One faithful teacher 
w ith  a heart full of love, a well studied lesson, 
a determ ination  to do his best will do m ore to  
fill the needs of the com m unity th an  an arm y of 
half-hearted, uninterested, unsaved, chatter-box
teachers w ith  a perfect system  “hitting  on all 
six.”
There is great opportunity  -for im provem ent in 
m ethods of work, bu t there is no possible im prove­
m ent on the Bible as a textbook for our work. 
We pastors take it  fo r g ran ted  th a t our Sunday 
school teachers are teaching the Bible, b u t we 
ought to  make sure. We have known a case 
w'here som ething was taught contrary  to  the B i­
ble, and the children were taken aw ay from  the 
school by a m other who lived in the com m unity. 
W hat was the trouble? Ju s t a case of no t sup­
plying the dem and of the com m unity. T he tow n 
w anted the church to  provide a place where its 
children could be taugh t the Bible, and the church 
failed the tow n, and  the tow n w ithdrew  its sup­
port. Those instances are rare. Too frequently 
the church can get aw ay w ith  its program  even 
if it is no t suitable, and  the people in the com­
m unity  will m ake no inquiry. B ut w hether the 
place makes its wishes know n or not, the church 
should know  the need of a good Sunday school, 
and should provide one.
If  any pastor th inks a Sunday school th a t 
reaches the needs of his tow n is an easy thing, let 
him  m ake a survey and find out how many chil­
dren are running wild w ithout any religious tra in ­
ing w hatever. W hen he finds them , let him get 
them  into his Sunday school. If  he is able to  
do th a t, and provide them  w ith  teachers who are 
skilful and earnest Christians, then he has done 
much to  meet the needs of his com m unity so far 
as Sunday school is concerned. B ut this is an 
alm ost impossible task  to  perform  in m any places, 
because the parents take their children to  the 
Sunday movie, or to  the woods o r beach or driv­
ing in the auto . H ow ever our duty  is not done 
till we have a Sunday school suitable to  the 
needs of the com m unity. A nd no one man, w ork­
ing alone, can supply this need. He m ust have 
the help and support of his church. Here enters 
the spirit of helpfulness which, w ith  a  proper 
vision, goes a long w ay tow ard  m aking the Sun­
day school w hat it ought to  be.
T e x t : The backslider in heart shall be filled  
w ith  his own w ays  (P roverbs 14:14).
I n t r o d u c t i o n : There is a growing tendency to  
believe the false doctrine of “eternal security” 
which stands for “once in grace, always in grace,” 
and belittles the danger of backsliding, or falling 
from  grace.
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A ttention is called to  the fact that the words, 
backslider, backslide, backsliding, are scriptural 
term s, and  mean something. N ot only do they 
mean something, but they mean something of a 
serious religious character.
1. The w orld is filled wdth people who claim 
to be backsliders. We find them  in the churches 
and a t the altar. N ot all who say they are back­
sliders are actually  backslidden. Am anda Smith 
says, ‘'Some never frontslidc.”
In  order to  be a backslider, one m ust have 
something from which to backslide. P . T . B ar- 
num , the showm an, began his lecture on “how to 
make m oney” w’ith  these words, “ I have lost a 
great deal of m oney.” He had to have money 
before he could lose it. One has to  have salva­
tion before it can be lost.
2. M any have been under deep conviction for 
sin, but never yielded. These having no experience 
of salvation cannot lose it. The same argum ent 
m aintains for those who sought, but failed to 
obtain, entire sanctification.
3. At the tim e of “conversion” the grace of 
initial salvation enters the soul as an experience. 
Repentance precedes faith  and  conversion, and 
unless it i- deep and complete, conversion does 
not result. But when it is complete, and is fol­
lowed by faith  and conversion, repentance be­
comes a p art of the Christian experience, and 
takes its position w ith faith , regeneration, adop­
tion, witness of the Spirit, etc. The same argu­
m ent can be followed through to entire sanctifi­
cation. These are the things th a t are lost from 
the soul experience when backsliding takes place.
4. There are two kinds of backsliders. The 
secret backslider in heart, who seeks to  conceal 
his real condition ; and the open backslider, who 
stops professing religion, and confesses his state. 
B oth are in the same spiritual condition, and  the 
secret backslider will be an open backslider in 
time. C haracter and reputation  m ay not be trav el­
ing together now, bu t they are both going in the 
same direction, and reputation  will overtake char­
acter some day, and they will be in agreem ent.
5. The text speaks of the heart backslider— 
the secret backslider. The evidences of this con­
dition appear in the soul, ra ther th an  in the 
outw ard  co n du ct; but the backslidden condition 
is as real as though it were accom panied by 
vicious sins. There is loss of victory, unction, de­
sire for prayer, ease of yielding to m aterial things, 
etc. Also a secret hunger for God.
6. The greatest cause of backsliding is the car­
nal heart, b u t this is not the only cause. B ut 
always the cause is w ithin  self or the self life, and 
never in another, although an o th er is usually 
blamed.
7. Backsliders, secret or open, are in great 
danger, and will be lost if they are not re­
claimed.
8. God will have mercy and  save the back­
slider.
S E L E C T I O N S  F R O M  J O S E P H  P A R K E R ’S 
B O O K
“None  L ike  i t — .1 Plea fo r  the  Old S w o r d .” 
Chapter  A d  Clerum
T h e  P a s t o r  S h o u l d  K e e p  H i s  P e o p l e  A r o u n d  
H i s  D e s k
whilst composing his discourse. The audience will 
be imagined, not im aginary. Thus every sentence 
will be addressed to  some know n experience, and 
thus the hearers will know  th a t the pasto r lives 
in their m idst. The wise pastor is under no de­
lusion as to the capactiy and  qualifications of his 
audience. He knows th a t most of his auditors are 
in absolute ignorance of his subject, and  th ere ­
fore he takes nothing for granted. Even g rea t­
ness has its own fine w ay of being elem entary. 
Greatness never snubs the congregation, fo r th a t 
w ould mean exasperation on the one side and loss 
of influence on the other. Yet greatness can 
stoop to the lowest and  wait for the slowest. The 
pasto r knows th a t m ost of his people are wholly 
unprepared for continuous and elaborate a rgu ­
m ent. They have just left a thousand  worries: 
the child is ill; the field is bare ; there is no 
blossom on the fig tree ; there is no herd in the 
stall: the mind, therefore, m ust be hum ored and 
lured in to  the subject w ith pious and tender tact. 
The m inister makes a fa ta l m istake who sup­
poses th a t his congregation is composed of in te l­
lectual and highly cultivated  hearers. A few' such 
there m ay be, and where the description is really 
true they will be the strongest supporters of any 
pastorate bent upon carrying forw ard the com ­
m on life of the church. T rue culture is generous 
and patien t. P robably  the m ost prom inent char­
acteristic of any miscellaneous audience is igno­
rance. If  a m inister could question his hearers 
one by one as to  their knowledge of the Bible, 
he would be simply horrified. Ask them  about 
the scheme of any Epistle, its characteristics, its 
purpose, its supreme thought, then he will know 
exactly on w hat a cultured audience he is lavish­
ing his genius. The m ost discouraging feature of
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the case is th a t people are under the delusion 
th a t w hatever else they m ay be ignorant of, they 
certainly do know  the Bible. N ot a m an in a 
million knows anything about the Bible beyond 
a few of its m ost fam iliar chapters and texts. I 
venture to th ink  th a t when the Bible is really 
know n, in its unity , its purpose, its spirit, men will 
have little difficulty in calling it the W ord of 
God. in  the m eantim e they m ust be largely re­
garded as not knowing it. This fact creates the 
opportunity  for a wise handling of the W ord. 
How to be guileful w ithout deceit? How to re­
move ignorance w ithout first insulting it?  The 
pastor m ust study these inquiries in the light of 
facts. He mu^t often w ork obliquely. By ex­
plaining a w ord or an argum ent to the young, 
and asking grown people to be patient w ith  him 
in doing so, he m ay now and then get a beam 
of light partia lly  into heads,- if heads they are— 
which are the very sepulchers of darkness. But 
specially and lovingly must the pasto r rem em ­
ber th a t the m ajority  of his hearers do not live 
in a library . They have not been trained  to fol­
low a linked argum ent. W hy, then, should the 
pasto r pose before them as the descendant of an 
Aristotle who would be the first to disown and 
despise him ? R ather let him "serve the Lord 
w ith  all hum ility  of m ind, and  w ith many tears.” 
This baptism  of tears is 110 mean sign 01  power. 
T hey are the tears of a strong m an. ‘‘Out of 
much affliction and anguish of heart, 1 w rote 
unto you w ith  m any tears” (2 Cor. 2 :4 i. “ He 
beheld the city and w ept over it" (Luke 19:41). 
M an is not m ade up of intellect exclusively. N or 
by intellect alone can m an be saved.
T h e  P a s t o r  M u s t  L iv e  f o r  H i s  C h a r g e
by identifying himself with the spiritual educa­
tion of his people. They are his people. Upon 
one fold he spends his care and  love, as the father 
spends his heart upon one home. He must not be 
"a  s tranger” to  his own sheep, or they will not 
know his voice. The standard  of the true pastor 
is C hrist. “1 am  the good shepherd; the good 
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” In our 
own way and in our own degree we are to  be 
w hat Christ was. T ha t is our high calling 1 T ha t 
is our cross. “ Christ also hath  loved us, and 
hath  given himself for us an offering and a sac­
rifice to  God for a sweet-smelling savour” (Eph. 
5 :2 ).
Resentm ent is forbidden to the true pastor. 
He cannot act as a fellow citizen or an equal.
The pastor has often to be quiet when the n a t­
ural m an would be haughty  and repellent. In  a 
sense the pastor m ust be Christ. “Let nothing be 
done through strife or vain-glory; but in lowli­
ness of m ind let each esteem others better than 
themselves.” The apostles are pastoral examples. 
"Being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we 
suffer if.” This is the a rg u m en t! This is the 
witness of the Spirit! The pasto r is not yet fully 
ordained in whose heart there lingers one trace 
of social contem pt. “Condescend to men of low 
estate.” “H ave not the faith  of our Lord Jesus 
Christ w ith respect of persons.” R esentm ent, or 
vanity , or self-justification has not com m enda­
tion in the Bible. "Say not thou, I will recom­
pense evil; but w ait on the Lord, and he shall 
save thee.” Acting in this spirit, the pastor will 
win the hearts of his people and prevail silently 
against the proud doer. Violence makes but 
tem porary  success. “He th a t is slow to anger is 
better than the m igh ty; and he th a t ruleth his 
spirit than he th a t taketh  a c ity .” Aggressive and 
boisterous policies are for the carnal m an; gentle­
ness is the pow er of the pastor. “To the weak 
became i as weak, that I  might gain the w eak.” 
Filled w ith this spirit,
T h e  P a s t o r  W il l  N e v e r  D e p r e c i a t e  H i s  C h a r g e
W herever his lot is cast, the pasto r will con­
scientiously and gratefully m ake the m ost and 
best of his people. He will never set himself above 
them in any spirit of vanity , playing the worldly 
“gentlem an” th a t he m ay th row  their m anners 
into hum iliating contrast. The people w'ill feel 
his superiority w ithout having it th ru st upon 
them . They will smell the rose w ithout being 
pierced by the tho rn . In the whole course of 
my ministry 1 have never failed to observe th a t 
the pastors who appreciate their people are the 
pastors who do the m ost enduring w ork. Besides, 
if the pastor were a real gentleman, owing n o th ­
ing to pretense and nothing to veneer, he w ould 
know th at, however much the people are inferior 
to  him, they once had sense enough to  elect 
him , and he once was glad enough to accept their 
favors. But such a gentlem an never breaks down 
in his m anners. He is filled w ith  the Spirit, and 
is therefore appreciative, approachable, and of a 
tender heart. Let me lovingly w arn my b re th ­
ren against the too frequent practice of depreciat­
ing their people. T ake C hrist’s view of them . 
“W hy dost thou set at naught thy b ro th er?"  
In the pulpit the m inister addresses his audience 
(23)
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as “my C hristian b reth ren”— “my dear friends”— 
“m y beloved hearers.” He who calls his people 
by one name in public and by ano ther in  private 
brings himself under the charge of insincerity 
and practical falsehood. The ruder the people 
the larger the pasto r’s opportunity  for refining 
them . If  the people are too rude to  be mixed 
w ith, w hy live upon them ? W hy not take up 
some more genteel m inistry ? They who gathered 
around  the Savior were not members of the social 
aristocracy. The apostle P aul worked w ith  his 
own hands th a t he m ight relieve the poorer 
churches from  the charge of his sustenance. “Ye 
rem em ber, brethren , our labour and tra v a il: for 
laboring n ight and day, because we would not 
be chargeable unto  any of you, we preached 
unto you the gospel of God.” There is a gentility 
th a t can w ork w ith  its own hands when need 
arises. The pastor will never fail to  look be­
yond the circumstances and  fix his thought upon 
the man. He is a shepherd of souls, not of gold 
rings and soft raim ent. “N ot m any wise men 
after the flesh arc called.” The men whose “m outh 
speaketh great swelling words, having m en’s per­
sons in adm iration  because of advantage,” are 
condem ned by Jud e  as men who “w alk  after 
their own lusts.” The pastor will have his personal 
friends and  his elect companions, bu t in his pas­
to ra l capacity he will be “kindly affectioned” to ­
w ard the whole church. “I  charge thee before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and  the elect 
angels, th a t thou observe these things w ithout 
preferring one before another, doing nothing by 
p artia lity .” The pastor has a special message to 
the rich as well as to  the poor, and it  is the 
more delicate message to  deliver. “Charge them  
th a t are rich in this world, th a t they be not high- 
minded, nor tru s t in uncertain riches.” Charge 
them  “ th a t they do good, th a t they be rich in 
good works, ready to  distribute, willing to  com­
m unicate.” In  this way will the godly pastor 
bring in to  sym pathy and  fellowship m any who 
are divided by the worldly distinctions of title  and 
estate.
when I am  in troduced to  “a nice m an ,” “ such 
You never know w hat a m an is until you have 
interfered w ith  his vested interests, or until you 
have seen him under insult. T hen will you know 
how very nice a m an he is, how extrem ely quiet, 
how absolutely modest. I have had  to do w ith  
“nice m en” until I dread the very term .
“ T h e r e 's  a  d e a l  o ’ s o l id  k i c k in g
In  the m eckest-looking m ule.”
So says Jam es Russell Lowell, and  so will every 
pasto r who has had to  do w ith  “very nice m en.” 
Jesus Christ knew hum an nature , and acted w ith 
discretion th a t was m eant to  be exem plary. "Jesus 
did not commit himself unto them , because he 
knew all men, and needed not th a t he should 
testify  of m an: for he knew w hat was in m an.” 
He did not trea t N icodem us as he trea ted  H erod. 
The pasto r will need discrim ination in d is trib u t­
ing spiritual instruction  and com fort. Sometimes 
he will be miscellaneous; som etimes personal and 
direct. “ I, brethren , could not speak unto  you as 
unto spiritual, b u t as unto  carnal, even as unto 
babes in C hrist.” Even the disobedient m ust not 
be trea ted  as hostile. “C ount him not as an 
enemy, b u t adm onish him  as a b ro th er.” Beware 
of false professors. “T ake heed th a t no m an de­
ceive you .” Pastors should not live for flattery. 
They will never be really happy until they live 
prim arily  for the favor of God. To the inquiring 
pastor I w ould say, Form  your own estim ate of 
men. Keep your counsel to yourself. N ever lis­
ten to  gossip; never descend to tittle -ta ttle . Give 
your people to feel th a t your m ind is set upon 
great subjects and the application of such sub­
jects to  daily experience, and they will soon feel 
th a t you are disinclined to indulge in local slan­
der or frivolous criticism. The holy m an will 
bring unholy subjects in to  disrepute. If  you know- 
hum an nature well, you will let some men ta lk  
themselves right out. Y ou need not listen. But 
you m ight look a t them  in a way th a t they could 
hardly  m istake for an encouragem ent.
T h e  P a s to r  S h o u ld  K n o w  H u m a n  N a tu r e
for th a t is the truly  “original language.” No m a t­
ter w hat else you know , if you do not know  h u ­
m an nature you are not fit to  teach and  guide 
hum an life. M an is odd. Each m an is a  m an by 
himself, a separate study, an independent puzzle. 
Do not be misled by mere m anners. I trem ble
T h e  P a s to r  S h o u ld  K e e p  a  G o o d  C o n s c ie n c e
This will be his stronghold in the day of tro u ­
ble. I t  has been the defense of good men in  all 
time. To m y junior I w ould say, Let no man 
do you such favors as would pervert your judg­
m ent or quell your courage. Borrow  from  none. 
Avoid debt as you would avoid a wolf. Never 
forget th a t a pound a week is not three shillings
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a day. Keep your tastes w ithin  your income. 
H ow  nobly Samuel addressed the people:
“Behold, here 1 am ; witness against me be­
fore the Lord, and before his anointed: whose 
ox have I  taken? or w hom  have I  defrauded? 
w hom  have I oppressed ? or of whose hand  have 
I received any bribe to  blind mine eyes th ere­
w ith? And I will restore it you” (1 Sam. 12:3).
T h a t is independence. There should be nothing 
shady in a p as to r’s relations w ith  his people. The 
p as to r’s m otto  should be Straightforw ardness. The 
apostle P aul had  a noble record. “I  have coveted 
no m an’s silver, or gold, or apparel. . . .  In  all 
things I  have kept myself from  being burden­
some unto you, and so will I  keep myself.” An 
infinite shame to  m odern churches if the pastor 
should be neglected, yet the pasto r's own honor 
need not be tarnished. “Yea, ye yourselves know, 
th a t these hands have m inistered unto m y neces­
sities, and to them  th a t were w ith  m e.” A h o r­
rible shame to  the churches! To w hom  is the 
pastor, in m any cases, least indebted  fo r support? 
To the rich. A lways allowing for b rilliant excep­
tions, the rich men in a church are the robbers 
of pastors. They rob them  in the very act of 
patronizing them . T hey tem pt them  into need­
less expense. The richest m an I  ever knew gave 
me seven and  sixpence a q uarte r for his seat, and  
every tim e I  subm itted to  the hum iliation of d in ­
ing w ith  him  m y traveling  expenses were in ex­
cess of th a t a m o u n t! Y et w ith  w hat glory he 
covered my m in is try ! Surely the tim e will come 
when spiritual things will be rightly valued. “ If 
we have sown unto  you spiritual things, is it a 
great thing if we shall reap your carnal th in g s?” 
Is flesh to  be balanced against th o ug h t?  “Who 
goeth a w’arfare any tim e a t his own charges? 
who p lan teth  a vineyard, and eateth  not of the 
fruit thereof? or w ho feedeth a flock, and  eateth  
not of the m ilk of the flock?” These are lessons 
fo r the churches. The less the pasto r th inks of 
them  the more should they be thought of by 
the people. Let the pastor so order his conduct 
in all such m atters as to  have a conscience void 
of offense. Along th is line m any high rewards 
are to  be gathered. “Our rejoicing is this, the 
testim ony of our conscience.” A solid— a sacra­
m ental fe a s t! A b anquet w ith  the Lord  h im self! 
H ear the ap o s tle : “I  have lived in all good con­
science before God until this day .” “And herein 
I do exercise myself, to  have always a conscience 
void of offense tow ard  God, and to w ard  m en.” 
I t  was in this bank  of conscience th a t the apostle
laid up large w ealth. “I  th an k  God, whom  I 
serve from  my forefathers w ith  a pure conscience.” 
According to the testim ony of his conscience ev­
ery pastor is strong or weak. The conscience is 
the m an. N ever have an artificial conscience, or 
a one-sided conscience, or an oblique conscience. 
I f  the light th a t is in  thee be darkness, how great 
is th a t darkness!
And in w hat will all faithful shepherdliness end? 
Suppose a pastor has fed the flock of God, ta k ­
ing the oversight thereof, n o t by constraint, bu t 
willingly; not for filthy  lucre, b u t of a  ready 
mind. W hat then? W ill he die the death  of a 
dog and  be buried as an  unclean th ing? Suppose 
the pastor has been blameless as the stew ard of 
God and an ensample to  the flock? Suppose he 
has been an example of the believers, in w ord, in 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith , in 
p u rity ?  W hat then? Shall he pass aw ay as 
smoke and  be forgotten as a w ind? I t  is no t so 
th a t the apostle speaks of the end. His words 
glow w ith  thankfulness; his spirit is imm ovable 
in confidence:
“W hen the Chief Shepherd shall appear 
Ye shall receive a croivn of glory 
That fadeth  not aw ay."
“Even so, L ord  Jesus, come quickly.”
C H R IS T  O U R  O N L Y  H O P E
C. H . W lM AN
He was w ounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised fo r  our iniquities', the chastisement o f our 
peace was upon h im ; and w ith  his stripes we are 
healed (Isa. 53:5).
There is no occupation quite so fascinating as 
the study of the Bible. I t  is a unique Book. I t  
stands alone am ong th e  millions of volumes of 
literature th a t have been published. I t  stands not 
only alone, bu t it towers above all others— none 
other even rem otely approaching it. W hen we 
read books th a t have been w ritten  by  men, we 
soon understand their meaning, and fathom  all 
the au thor in tended to  say, and  then we lay them  
aside and forget them . B ut this is not true of the 
Bible. We read it, understand som ething of its 
meaning, are blessed and  refreshed by  its tru ths, 
and find our lives the richer for having followed 
its precepts, b u t somehow we never feel th a t we 
have quite understood all its m eaning. We tu rn  
to  its sacred pages again and again, an d  while 
we can still see the old meaning, we find ever 
new treasures buried there and  w onder th a t we
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had not found them  before. W ho can say, “'I 
understand all the meaning in this passage of 
scripture” ? I understand some of the meaning of 
John  3:16, and my life has been m ade richer by 
the tru ths  of the 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians, 
but I never read them  w ithout a feeling th a t 
there i- something else there th a t I have not quite 
grasped—something th a t the au thor m eant to  
convey th a t I have not quite understood. And 
so I read G od’s W ord again and again, and it is 
always new. I have seen the face of the peasant 
wom an light up with hope and joy as she slowly- 
spelled out the words of her w ell-thum bed Bible, 
for there was tru th  there which even she could 
understand, and on which her heart could feast. 
I have seen the scholar knit his brow and wrestle 
helplessly with some trem endous passage whose 
deeper meaning seemed to evade his every effort 
to grasp. M en w rite entire books w ith scarcely 
a thought in them . In  the Bible there are th o u ­
sands of verses w ith ample m aterial for scores 
of books in each one. And after every library  
has been filled, and the last printing press has 
ceased to tu rn , and every a u th o r’s fingers have 
been stilled, there will yet be an untouched 
wealth of source m aterial in the old Book, God’s 
W ord. And I  th ink one of those texts th a t will 
never be quite fully understood is our Golden 
Text for this evening. “ He was w ounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisem ent of our peace was upon h im ; and 
w ith his stripes we are healed." We can all d ou b t­
less repeat it from m em ory, b u t let us study it 
together again, and perhaps together we will find 
some new tru th .
This single verse seems to embrace all m an ’s 
m oral inadequacy, God s plan for his redem ption, 
and  a w onderful promise of eternal peace and 
righteousness. “He was w ounded for our tran s­
gressions.” There is something in the unregen- 
erate heart that makes it rebel against all law. 
Paul characterized it in these words: " I t  is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” 
But since God is the au thor of all orderly law, 
this something is a rebel against not only w hat 
we th ink of as the law of God, b u t against all 
law. Ju s t to say to a child, “ Leave th a t alone," 
is often all th a t is needed to assure meddling. 
W hy? because the child does not w ant to feel 
th a t it m ust be subject to  any prohibition. We 
w ant to  do as we please, when we please and 
where we please. A prohibition is a challenge to 
disobedience. And this rebel spirit is so deep-
seated in the hum an nature that it is not easily 
dislodged. It is the thing th a t brings revolutions, 
and w ar, and bloodshed. T here are m any things 
we do not care to do, but we do not propose 
to have anyone tell us that we m ust not do 
them . Thi? rebel spirit is the worst enemy of 
God and righteousness. In fact its m anifestations 
aie so far-reaching and so terrible, and m an had 
so flagrantly broken the law of God, th a t every 
point of contact between God and m an had ap ­
parently been destroyed. The old prophet, in 
speaking of man, said th a t every im agination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil con­
tinually. Tiie only apparen t remedy was for God, 
the rightful Ruler, to completely destroy m an, 
the rebellious subject, from  the face of the earth . 
But as the stroke was about to fall, delivering 
the fatal w ound, Jesus Christ steps to the front, 
and is "w ounded for our transgressions." He had 
done no wrong. He alone had know n no sin. 
He alone deserved no punishm ent, yet the m ulti­
tude stood and alternately  jeered and shuddered 
as His blood was spilled, the only tru ly  innocent 
blood ever shed. M an is norm ally disobedient, 
\ et he constantly justifies himself in his disobedi­
ence. Je.-us Christ was perfectly obedient, yet 
never opened llis  m outh to complain over being 
punished as a m alefactor. B ut on one side of th a t 
cross th a t day stood m ankind u tterly  am azed 
at what it beheld, and cried out in the voice of 
the R om an centurion, “T ruly  this m an was the 
Son of God." And on the o ther side of th a t 
cross was Cod, a t last seeing a point of contact 
w ith lost men.
B ut "H e was bruised for our iniquities.” I have 
been interested in the statem ent and I believe I 
have found som ething of its meaning. The w ord 
" in iqu ity ” has reference rather to injustice. In 
this connection i! is interesting to  rem em ber th a t 
the buffeting, tin- bruising, which Jesus received 
followed im m ediately after His confession of being 
“ God." How unjust men are! How  little they can 
see and understand! God had  come am ong them  
as a man, but they could not see H im . They only 
knew th a t He was going across the currents of 
their lives and they w anted to be rid of H im . 
He had done no wrong, and they recognized that 
fact, but in their blind injustice they m ust destroy 
everything that opposed them . H ad they really 
know n  He was God they would never have acted 
so, bu t justice m eant nothing tow ard  the lowly, 
and He was one of the lowly ones. But He said 
He was the Son of God. And so they smote Him,
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and buffeted Him and bruised H im . How little 
did they realize th a t they were helping to m ake 
it possible th a t all men m ight have a love of 
justice im planted in their hearts, and that in Jesus 
Christ all their artificial walls of class, and  caste, 
and color were to  be broken down. In  their u tte r 
injustice they bruised Him , but in the m idst of 
<iur injustices we m ay come to Him and find that 
His bruise- avail for our forgiveness, and  as we 
weep with Him over our sins, we will find a w on­
derful peace stealing into our hearts.
The story is told of an old C hristian Japanese 
schoolm aster whose pupils had repeatedly been 
disobedient. B ut (he schoolm aster was unable to 
find the culprit and to restore the honor of the 
school and the m ajority  of the students. At last 
afte r a night spent in prayer he called the boys 
in the school together, and told them  th a t some­
one m ust be punished, and since the culprit could 
not be found he would take the punishm ent. B ar­
ing his arm  he took a great leather strap  and 
began to beat himself. Cruelly the blows fell 
again and again. Soon the blood began to d rip ; 
a lad from the back of the room  rushed to  the 
front crying out for the m aster to  stop, th a t he 
was the guilty  one, and he could no longer resist 
the m anifestation  of such love. And who can 
behold the suffering Christ and resist His love?
"The chastisem ent of our peace was upon h im .” 
t  hastisement is given for correction, and for the 
benefit of the one chastised. But Christ needed 
iii) chastisem ent. He was the perfect one. He 
was the peaceful one. M en are naturally  warlike. 
They love to fight. As long as there is m isun­
derstanding and  hatred  in the world there will be 
fighting. As long as there is hatred  between n a­
tions there will be wars. As long as men are out 
of harm ony w ith their b etter natures they will 
be out of harm ony w ith their fellowmen. The 
discipline th a t will bring peace in this world is 
not to  be found in councils and conclaves and 
conferences, but in Jesus Christ. Great armies 
and navies do not insure peace, but suspicion and 
hatred  guarantee w ar. M en go th rough  the suf­
fering of a terrible w ar and feel that they have 
learned their lesson, and w ar will be no more. 
But no discipline of w ar has yet been sufficient 
to outlaw  war. W hen men have learned to love 
they have learned the true source of peace. The 
discipline of suffering alone is not sufficient to  
bring peace to  the hum an breast—peace w ith  self, 
peace w ith God, and peace w ith the world. Only 
Jesus Christ, who was chastised for our peace.
can bring that peace to the hum an heart. When 
He is rejected there is no source of peace. We 
would not depreciate the efforts th a t are being 
made tow ard  world peace today, but we state 
a simple fact when we say th a t all these efforts 
are doomed to failure if they fail to embrace, 
not alone the teachings of Jesus, bu t the actual 
provision of His atonem ent which means a per­
sonal devotion to  Him, and personal salvation 
through His grace. In  this connection it is sig­
nificant to  note th a t Pilate and H erod, long­
time enemies, were brought together in a lasting 
friendship through their contact in the trial of 
Jesus. And no man can come in close contact 
with Him and m aintain old enmities.
“By his stripes we are healed.” I t takes no 
special insight to see that the w orld  today is 
morally and spiritually -ick. Oh, how desperately 
we are in need of healing! And in the recogni­
tion of our need how desperately we are search­
ing for a remedy. Every nation  in the world is 
seeking a remedy. India, China, Africa, Japan , 
Europe, America. We seek it in some form of 
religion, in education, in culture, in economics, 
in our political machinery. But still we are des­
perately ill. And all the while the remedy is at 
our door. Bv His stripes we are healed. You 
have tried and failed. Come to Jesus Christ who 
know s no failure. You have tried to  follow His 
teachings and have failed, but if you come cast­
ing all your care, not on His teachings, but on 
Him , you will find peace for He is by your side 
now to lie your Savior, your redeemer, your 
sym pathizer, your friend. He has borne it all 
for you, and it is yours for the taking. Will you 
not surrender your life to Jesus Christ just where 
you are tonight—in your home, in the restaurant, 
in the place ot am usem ent? W herever you are 
now, He is there also.
C o n v e n i e n t  T e x t s  o n  H o lin e s s
A Holy People (D eut. 26:1°).
The Will of God (1 Thess. 4 :3 ).
W hiter than  Snow (Psa. 51:7).
Sanctified Through the T ru th  (Joh n  17:17). 
Perfect and Complete (Col. 4 :12).
E ntire Sanctification (1 Thess. 5:23).
The Fulness of God (Eph. 3:14, 19).
Perfect Unity (John  17:20, 23).
E stablishm ent in Holiness (1 Thess. 3:10, 13). 
A Clean H eart (Psa. 51:10).
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B ’S F O R  P R E A C H E R S
M r s .  E l l i o t t  J . S i i e e k s
Where the bee sucketh, there suck I.— S h a k e ­
s p e a r e .
Y OU m ay w onder w hy I have chosen this quo tation  from  Shakespeare as a founda­tion for w hat I shall have to  say on the subject assigned m e; bu t when I tell you th a t 
soon after the assignment was given me our pas­
to r, B rother Jobe, preached a m ost excellent ser­
mon on B 's; and then a few days later, the 
Herald of Holiness came out w ith a long list of 
B ’s in it ;  you can readily see th a t I  was in  a 
predicam ent and knew not w hat to  do. I  felt 
th a t the B ’s had swarm ed, the hives had  been 
robbed and there was nothing left for me to  say 
on the subject. However, in my research work 
for an English class, when I came across the above 
quotation  from  Shakespeare hope revived; and 
afte r thinking this quo tation  through, and getting 
its in terpretation  clearly settled in my m ind, I  
decided to use it as a basis for my rem arks on 
“B ’s For P reachers.”
Ju s t w ha t did Shakespeare mean when he said, 
“W here the bee sucketh, there suck I ” ? He m eant 
to  say th a t he would give his time, his attention  
and  his labor for th a t which would give, in re­
tu rn , genuine pleasure and satisfaction to h im ­
self, as well as to  thousands of others who m ight 
d raw  pleasure, satisfaction and  enjoym ent from 
his labor.
We m ight paraphrase this quo tation  thus: “I 
have as much wisdom, discernment and discrim i­
nation  as a bee; therefore I  shall pass over, and 
give no tim e nor a ttention  to  anything th a t is 
unclean or poisonous; b u t I shall suck, or d raw  
from  the sweet, the beautiful and the luscious 
things of life for pleasure and satisfaction, th a t 
I m ay, like the bee, have a storehouse full of 
something useful and w orth  while to  bless, sweet­
en and sustain my fellowm an.”
How m ay we apply this quota tion  to  the life 
and w ork of the preacher?
First, let us notice th a t the bee has but one 
purpose or aim in life, namely, to  gather and 
store sweets to  be converted in to  honey which 
gives satisfaction and  life to  m ankind.
Second, the bee teaches us wisdom, discern­
m ent and discrim ination by the fact th a t it knows 
where to find h on ey ; it never sucks for nectar 
anything unclean, filthy or poisonous.
Third , it seeks for honey, and finds  th a t for 
which it  seeks.
(28)
F ourth , it teaches industry , energy, perseverance 
and determ ination.
In  m aking the application, we wish you to 
notice th a t the preacher has b u t one job and one 
purpose in life. It is his one business to  preach 
the gospel. Everything else th a t he m ay do should 
be con tributory  to  this one business of gathering, 
storing and dispensing the “bread of life” to  m an ­
kind.
If you will perm it me to use the figure of 
speech th a t Shakespeare used, I shall say th a t the 
preacher’s job is to “suck” or draw  from  every 
available source, the sweet, the good, the useful, 
which will nourish, com fort, feed and  satisfy ; and 
he is to  store up these things in his beehives— 
his head and his heart— and have them  ready to 
dispense to  his fellowman as the need m ay arise.
Therefore, like the bee, he m ust be w ise; he 
m ust be d iscreet; he m ust have discernm ent so 
th a t he m ay not “stick his nose” into anything 
th a t is unclean, unwholesom e or poisonous. He 
will not allow himself to  get mixed up  w ith  an y ­
thing th a t is not becoming to  a m an of God, 
or will, in any way be h u rtfu l to his people.
The bee seeks for honey and finds it. The snake 
seeks for poison and  distils it. The critic m ay 
look for errors so persistently th a t he will be 
unable to  recognize the tru th  when he meets it.
If the preacher will seek for the sweets of life, 
he will find them ; but, like the bee, he m ust be 
a w orker; be a hustle r; be energetic; be always 
and everlastingly on the job. B enjam in F ranklin  
said, “Laziness travels so slowly, th a t poverty  
soon overtakes h im .”
Energy moves us to  continuous effort. I t  fires 
the mind, soul and body w ith  a consuming pas­
sion for things th a t endure and bless hum anity.
Be enthusiastic, for w ithout this great impelling 
forw ard urge one cannot succeed. Enthusiasm  is 
the tw in bro ther of energy; it is the hum an 
dynam o which generates the curren t we call m ag­
netism. It stirs; it convinces; it touches the re­
sponsive chord ; it is the m agnetic current of per­
sonal contact. The preacher w ith  no enthusiasm  
is like salt th a t has lost its savor—he is a failure 
before he begins.
The preacher m ust be stable. S tability  is the 
best kind of ability . W ebster defines stability  as 
firmness of character, strength  of purpose or reso­
lution. All things are possible to  the man of 
purpose. W hen they to ld  Napoleon th a t he could 
not cross the Alps, he exclaimed, “There shall be
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no Alps.” This m ust be the battle-cry  of every 
preachcr who w ould succeed. Difficulties and ob­
structions will rise m ountain  high, and obstruct 
your h o rizo n ; but, if you would succeed, you 
m ust lift your eyes above the “Alps” of diffi­
culties, and complex p roblem s; and forge ahead 
in the nam e and in the strength  of the God of 
battles who knows no defeat.
The little bee toils incessantly, and gathers the 
nectar from the beautifu l flowers and  luscious 
fruits and distils il in to h o n ey ; and it even builds 
the storehouse—the honeycom b—in w hich to 
store its sweets. A fter it has done all of this hard  
w ork, and  has filled its storehouse, m an comes 
along and takes from it all it has stored. Does 
the bee give up and quit the job? N o! I t  goes 
right on gathering, building and storing; w hat 
fo r?  To be robbed again th a t it m ight bless, 
sweeten and nourish hum anity .
Preacher, if discouragem ents come, and they 
w ill; if difficulties block your w ay, and they w ill; 
do not complain and get sour and spoil your bee­
hive. Be kind. Be big. Be generous. Go out of 
y ou r w ay to assist an enemy or someone who has 
blocked your w ay. Speak well of the m an who 
has no use for you. If a m an snubs you, trea t 
him kindly. In so doing you will not only be 
storing up honey in your own soul; but you will 
also, a t the same tim e, be dispensing it to  others.
Be discreet. D iscretion is the act or faculty of 
wise decision, being discreet in m atters  of p ro ­
p rie ty ; self-control, prudence and  circum spection; 
the exercise of sound judgm ent and caution. Of 
all the valued qualities of the mind, none sur­
passes discretion in its im portance to  the preacher, 
for it d irects what to  do and the best way to  do 
it. I t is the compass th a t keeps the needle of 
true progress pointing tow ard  the noble things 
of life. “He th a t w inneth  souls is wise” (Prov. 
11:30). He is discreet.
Be tactfu l. T act is a faculty  of discernm ent. 
I t  is the faculty of judging quickly and wisely 
w hat to say or do in any given circum stance. I t  
is knowing how to rub the fur the right way. 
I t  is no proof of ability  to go through the world 
rebuking the opinions or vanities of others. T act 
is to  people w hat oil is to  m achinery. I t  makes 
friends and helps to  keep them.
Be aggressive. Gaze out in to  the future. Look 
a t the land yet to  be possessed. Remem ber th a t 
God said to  Joshua, “E very  foot of land th a t you 
shall tread  upon, th a t will I give you .” Live in 
the great today  and  in the expectant tom orrow .
Look ahead; set your stakes far afield, and, after 
having reached a certain point, press ever on. 
Do not re treat. Those who are determ ined  to  
succeed rarely ever fail, for determ ination is the 
bedrock on which the powrer of application rests.
As the runner runs better each succeeding day, 
so does greater efficiency come through constant 
effort and  aggressiveness.
Be sure of the soundness of your reason.
Be sure of the in tegrity  of your position.
Be sure of the wdsdom of your course.
Be sure of the honesty of your purpose.
Be sure that self-advancem ent will not cause 
in jury  to  others.
Be sure you are right, and then go ahead.
Preacher, be a thinker. Do not depend on 
someone else to do your thinking for you. The 
difference between men is not so much in face 
and form  as it is in m ental force. Some men 
never learn to  think.
I t  was while Colum bus was a t Barcelona th a t 
the famous incident w ith reference to  the egg 
occurred. You will remember th a t Pedro G on­
zales de M endoza, G rand Cardinal of Spain, ex­
tended an invitation  to Columbus to a ttend  a ban ­
quet in his palace and m eet the chief men of 
the kingdom. Columbus was assigned the most 
honorable seat a t the table. One of the noble­
men, seemingly jealous of the honors and com pli­
m ents heaped on the great discoverer, asked him 
if he imagined th a t if he had  not discovered the 
new world nobody else would have been able 
to  do so. Colum bus kept perfectly cool and  calm. 
But, taking an egg from  the table, he invited each 
one of the company to try  if he could m ake it 
stand upon one end. Each one attem pted  and 
failed. Colum bus struck the egg gently upon the 
table so as to  break the end, leaving it s tand­
ing upon the broken p art. “Ah,” said the critic, 
“I  could have done th a t, if I  had only thought.” 
“Yes,” said Columbus, “and  you could have dis­
covered the Indies if you had only thought.”
There is nothing th a t will act as a plow in the 
brain like a question. W hen you ask yourself a 
question and  tu rn  to  yourself for an answer, and  
delve till you discover the answer— then you are 
an original th inker. An original th inker asks his 
own questions and  seeks for answers which his 
inner conscience will own. M ental inertia has 
been the curse of all ages. T hought is the only 
process of finding ways and means for im prove­
ment. Cattle cannot th ink— they are easily stam ­
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peded; people do not th ink , as a rule, and are 
easily carried aw ay on a wave of passion or ex­
citem ent. One man who th inks  m ay save m any 
lives. Preacher, you may be th a t one m an. I t  is 
true th a t many of your people depend upon you 
to do their thinking for them . They come to 
you for counsel, for advice, for the solution of 
their problems. You  m ust train  yourself to  th ink 
soberly, carefully, and sincerely if you would be 
a safe shepherd to your flock.
Be a positive character. “S tand  fast in the faith, 
quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). 
W herever you find a page of hum an history which 
glows with a peculiar splendor, there you will find 
the picture of a stalw art hero standing for God 
and the tru th . S tand w ith your back tow ard  the 
past, and with your face tow ard the unfoldings 
of G od’s plan and purpose for hum anity. “Stand 
therefore, having your loins girt about w ith 
tru th , and having on the breastplate of righteous­
ness.”
Like the bee, have but one purpose in life; 
and like the bee, apply yourself unreservedly, 
and w hole-heartedly to  the accom plishment of 
th a t one purpose. Give yourself to  the task. 
Like the bee, be a seeker and  a finder of the 
good, the wholesome and the helpful things of 
life. And like the bee, “shun the very appearance 
of evil.” “ Be ye clean th a t bear the vessels of 
the L ord” (Isa. 52:11).
Be clean socially.
Be clean personally.
Be clean intellectually.
Be clean spiritually.
Be filled w ith  the Spirit.”
R E G E N E R A T I O N
A. M . H i l l s
UA new heart also will I give you, and a new  
spirit will I  put w ithin  yo u '’ (Ezek. 36:26).
“Except one be born from  above, he cannot see 
ike kingdom  o f God” (Joh n  3 :3 ).
I. W h a t  Is  a  N e w  H e a r t ,  o r  R e g e n e r a t i o n ?
First, these Scriptures do not mean the creation 
of new faculties. The unsaved m an’s faculties are 
good enough, he doesn’t need new ones, b u t a new 
use of the ones he has, and he has now all the 
essentials of a moral being—intellect, sensibility, 
and free will.
The w ord “h ea rt” here stands for character. 
I t  means the m oral activities of the soul, includ­
ing the affections and will. The fundam ental
choice of the sinner is self-gratification; w hether 
he eats or drinks, or wakes or sleeps, or toils or 
rests, his own pleasure is the end of his being. 
The glory of God, (he interests of His kingdom, 
the greatest good of the universe, are all entirely 
overlooked, or completely set aside.
But when the heart is renewed the same in tel­
lect employs itself differently, the same sensibili­
ties have .new delights, the same will makes new 
choices and exerts itself in new directions. W hat 
the m<£n once loved he now hates, and w hat he 
once hated  he now loves. Old things have be­
come new. There is a new trend  to  the whole 
life—new plans, new wishes, new purposes—A 
NEW  H E A R T . In regeneration the motive is 
changed from  devotion to and gratification of 
self, to the pursuit of the glory of God and the 
good of His beings.
Regeneration, then, is th a t m oral change in 
m an w rought by the Holy Spirit, by which he 
is saved from  the love, the practice, and the 
dom inion of sin, and enabled to love God and 
keep His com m andm ents, and God com m ands all 
men to have th is a ttitud e  of soul.
I I .  N o t ic e  t i i e  E v id e n c e s  o f  R e g e n e r a t io n '
1. The regenerated man does not com m it sin.
“W hosoever is born of God does not commit
sin.” “W hosoever is born of God sinneth no t.” 
This is the Greek present, progressive tense. It 
means th a t the regenerated man who keeps his re­
generation docs not wilfully or consciously comm it 
sin. Regeneration lifts a man above the level of 
sinning just as to ta l abstinence lifts a m an above 
drunkenness.
2. Regeneration brings soul-peace.
“Therefore being justified  by faith , we have
peace with God.” The regenerated man has a 
peaceful consciousness th a t his sins are forgiven 
— th a t he is a t peace w ith God. The condem na­
tion is gone, the fear of punishm ent is gone.
3. The regenerated man loves his brethren.
“We know  th a t we have passed from  death  unto
life, because we love the b rethren .” When C hris­
tians cease to  love one another, begin to  find 
fault and criticize, you m ay rest assured they have 
backslidden— they have lost their regeneration.
4. The regenerated man has the w itness of the 
Spirit.
“ He th a t believeth on the Son of God h ath  the 
witness in him self.” “T he Spirit himself beareth 
witness w ith our spirit, th a t we are children of
T IIE  P R E A C H E R ’S M A G A ZIN E 150
G od.” God lets a man know when he is regen­
erated.
5. The  rcge:;eru!ed man bears the  fru it  of  the  
S  p ir i t .
W hen people profess to be converted others 
iook to  see a chan :e in their lives, and they have 
a right lo  ex p ea  such a change.
6. .4 regenerated man keeps the  c om m an dm en ts .
"H ereby we know th a t we know  him, if we
keep his com m andm ents.” “Everyone th a t doeth 
righteousness i to rn  of h im .” To be born  of 
God means to resemble God, just as a child re­
sembles his parents.
I I I .  N o t i c e  t h e  M o d e r n  S u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  R e -
f.l \ ! RATION
1. B apt ism .
We are never saved by the perform ance of any 
rite.
2 . Church membership .
One m ay join any or all of the churchcs in the 
whole universe, and yet be u tterly  devoid of sal­
vation. There are a vast num ber of Christless 
people in the churches who th ink  they are Chris­
tians, but are u tte r strangers to the grace of God.
3. Co nfirm ation.
T his is a subtle deceit of the enemy. M u lti­
tudes have com m itted the catechism to memory, 
m ultitudes have been confirm ed, and yet they are 
Christless worldlings w ith no heart-experience of 
salvation.
I V .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  H u m a n  C o n d i t i o n s  o f  B e i n g  
R e g e n e r a t e d
1. Repentance.
“ R epent ye, therefore, and  tu rn  again, that your 
sins m ay be b lo tted  ou t.” R epentance m eans to  
forever abandon the sin business. "L et the wicked 
forsake his w ay, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts.”
2. Faith.
By faith  a soul convicted of iiis need of God 
will appropriate the pardon procured by the a to n ­
ing blood of Christ, and  receive H im  as L ord  and 
Kir.g. “Saving faith  is th a t belief of the intellect, 
consent of the affections, and act of the will by 
which the soul places itself in the keeping of Christ 
as its Ruler and Savior. Faith  is our self-comm it- 
m ent to God for salvation.”— W i i e d o n . The soul 
th a t deliberately does th a t, will be born from 
above, will become a child of God. God says, 
“Ye m ust be born again,” and  w ith  His every 
“m u st” there is a “m ay.” The question is, will 
you accept or reject God's salvation?
C O M M E N D A T I O N S
While I am not in the active m inistry, having 
assumed a local relation a t our conference ses­
sion last M ay, yet for the sake of the cause I 
w ant T h e  P r e a c h e r 's  M a g a z in e  for my own use. 
I t  is the best help aside from  the Bible th a t I 
have ever used. I was eighty years of age the 
second day of last December, was licensed to  
preach by the Kansas Conference of The E van­
gelical Association—now' Evangelical Church—in 
M arch, 1886, and was in the active w ork up to 
last M ay. M ay the dear L ord  bless T h e  P r e a c h ­
e r 's M a g a z in e  and keep it on the H ighway of 
Holiness.— Rev. F. M . Peek, W ichita, Kansas.
I am  sending one dollar for the renewal of T h e  
P r e a c h e r ’s M a g a z in e . I feel th a t I cannot do 
w ithout it for it has so much helpful m aterial in 
it.—M rs. Jessie H opson, K irbyville, Texas.
I th ink  you are putting  out a fine magazine 
and greatly appreciate it. I hesitate to even make 
suggestions, as I do not pretend to know w hat 
is most needed and  appreciated and used by o th ­
ers, but personally I  would like to have more 
complete sermons published in it. I  know we can 
get books of sermons (if we have the price), but 
m any of us find it hard  to spare the money for 
them , so generally do w ithout.—M . R. D utton, 
Rogers, Arkansas.
( 3 1 )
Reduced Prices on Dr. A. M. Hills’ 
FUNDAMENTAL CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY
T h e  la m e n te d  d e a th  of R ev .  C. J. K inn e  
has  fo rc e d  us to  ta k e  o v e r  the  en t ire  s tock  
of Dr. H ills ’ F u n d a m e n ta l  C hris t ian  T h e ­
o lo g y  w h ich  w e  p r in te d  fo r  B ro th e r  K inne. 
A  c o n s id e ra b le  su m  is in v o lv e d  in the  
p r in t in g  of the se  b o o k s  a n d  w e  m us t  tu rn  
s o m e  of this  s to ck  in to  cash. F o r  this 
re a so n  w e  a re  offering  b o th  the  c o m p le te  
tw o -v o lu m e  set  a n d  th e  a b r id g e d  ed it ion  
of on e  v o lu m e  a t  su bs tan t ia l  reductions .
A s  to  the  m eri ts  of this w ork ,  little 
n e e d s  to  b e  said. T h e  tw o -v o lu m e  e d i ­
t ion  has b e e n  a c c e p te d  fo r  the  C ourse  of 
S tu d y .  W h e n  no ti f ied  th a t  Dr. H ills  w as  
co m p le t in g  the  T h e o lo g y  a n d  th a t  Rev. 
K inn e  w as  to  pub l ish  it, Dr. J. B. C h a p ­
m a n  w ro te ,  “ T h is  will b e  the  m a s te r  w o rk  
of Dr. H ills ’ life, a n d  I re jo ice  th a t  h e  has  
l ived  to  g e t  it r e a d y .  O u r  p re a c h e r s  a n d  
p e o p le  will b u y  this w o rk  as s o o n  as  it is p u b l ished .  It will h e lp  us m a k e  
o u r  m o v e m e n t  e n d u r in g  b y  in d o c t r in a t in g  ou r  p e o p le . ’’
D r.  C h a p m a n  fu rn ish ed  a c h a p te r ,  “ T h e  S e c o n d  C o m in g  of C h ris t” 
fo r  the  b o o k .
T h e  tw o -v o lu m e  ed i t io n  is issued  in tw o  s ty les  of b in d in g  as fo l low s:  
Fabrikoid Binding (Im itation Leather) Former Price $6.50. 
Reduced to $4.50  
Half Leather Binding. Former Price $8.00. Reduced to $6.00 
(W e pay postage on both editions)
S T h e  on e  v o lu m e  a b r id g e d  ed i t io n  h as  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  especia lly  fo r  the
1 use  of S u n d a y  schoo l  teachers ,  C h ris t ian  w orkers ,  deaco n esses  a n d  all lay-
I m en . It co n ta in s  6 3 8  p a g e s  a n d  is d u ra b ly  b o u n d  in Fabrikoid- ( im ita t io n
| l e a th e r ) .  V
I Former price $3.50. Reduced to $2.50
Persons w ith satisfactory credit rating m ay purchase these 
books on easy terms. W rite jor particulars.
Nazarene Publishing House, 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.
*
